Excellent Words

Being a commentary on some names and places we encounter in the journey of the Excellent Degree.

Alan Hart, G Lec (v 2 June 2012)

Introduction:

As you are aware the Excellent degree is set in the period around 537 BC and flows from the decree of Cyrus of about 538 BC to allow the Jewish peoples to return from Babylon where they had been held captive for around 70 years to journey to Jerusalem to assist in the building of the Second Temple. Historically then the degree aims to deal with the preparations for the passage not the journey itself and as far as I am aware no particular degree deals with that journey itself. 

I freely acknowledge at the outset that this talk derives many of its parts from either the ritual itself (in particular the lecture) or from online and hard copy sources readily available to you all.

The most obvious name is that of Excellent Master itself – stated later in the working to have the connotation of a skilled craftsman. But as a link degree this degree was a precursor to the Royal Arch Degree itself. As one commentator notes: The Excellent Masters Degree used to be part of English Chapter Ritual up to the 1830's. Prior to that time you were not eligible to apply/enter Royal Arch until you had passed through the Chair of a Craft Lodge. The first word and sign demanded of an aspirant upon entering an Excellent Masters Lodge were those of an Installed Master. This led to the introduction of a Ceremony of "Passing the Chair", which put a prospective candidate in possession of those necessities without his being actually Installed in the Chair of a Craft Lodge. Those of us present who are Past Masters of a Craft Lodge will be aware of the words meant.

What’s in a Name?

Many of the names and places we encounter in this and other degrees are, to put it politely, a bastardisation of the ancient form drawn not only from Hebrew names but also Aramaic the language of the Persian Empire of Cyrus and Darius and the common form of what is called Greek as used as a common language in the Roman Empire rather than the Latin most would think of.

.

The languages of the Bible

Many sources indicates that the bible as a whole from which much of our ritual flows is based on: 

· Hebrew which was akin to other Semitic languages: Aramaic, Syriac, Akkadian (Assyrian-Babylonian),

· Farsi  being the old Persian language

· Arabic

· Aramaic – which was the language of the Jews from ca. 500 B.C. but had in turn borrowed parts of its alphabet from Hebrew, though languages are distinct

· Greek – which can be seen as the language of the New Testament

However that is simplistic and in some ways ignores The People: 

In the time before civilization developed in the mid-east, there were four main language based cultural groups in the area. Egyptian, one of the Hamitic languages of Africa, prevailed in the Nile region. The Semitic language groups were established in Arabia. The Hattites (the native pre-Hittite peoples of Anatolia) and the peoples of the Caucasus Mountains to the north belonged to another ancient language group, which can be called Caucasian. Many sub-groups of this language and culture would later enter history as Hurrians, Kassites, and Elamites. The Sumerians of South Mesopotamia, whose language group has never been identified, may also be of this family

Thus most of the names and places we encounter in this particular degree should reflect their then Babylonian or local terms. Recall that there were also considerable local dialects and languages reflecting the geo-political nature of the region at that time. An example of this would be the reference to the pronunciation of “Shibboleth” as alluded to in the Fellow Craft degree.

A brief History of the area of the time.

As a brief summary of the period the following may help you understand the region of the time in which the degree is set:

600 - 500 BC, the Middle East
During this period Babylonia was greater than it had ever been. Egypt was driven back to its old frontiers. Judah was crushed in 586 BC and its rebellious population transplanted to Babylon itself, where the Jews became useful, if self-segregated, subjects under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar. 

However, a still greater power lay to the east where around the mid-century, King Cyrus of Persia seized the throne of the Medes. The Persian Empire began an inexorable rise to supremacy in the middle-east. Lydia and the Greek coast of Anatolia fell; Chaldean Babylon had simply melted away by 539. Egypt was taken by Cambyses of Persia in 525. By the century's end, except for the city-states of Greece and the far-off kingdoms of Etruria and Carthage, Persia ruled the whole civilized western world

600 - 500 BC, the Holy Land
As you will recall from aspects of our ritual if not school history days studies the concept of subservience to yet another foreign kingdom, Babylonia, caiused immense hardship and uncertainty to the peoples of Judah. Seduced by Egyptian offers of aid, King Jehoiakim ignored the desperate warnings of the Prophet Jeremeiah and refused to render the tribute due to Neduchadnezzar. The inevitable followed: Jerusalem was taken and Jehoiakim's son, King Jehoiachin, carried into captivity in Babylon. 

Judah was not subdued and Egyptian ties and enticements continued. Under Zedekiah, Judah rebelled still again and this time in 586 Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem. The tribes of Judah, Benjamin and what remained of Levi were marched away in a sad reprise of the earlier emptying of Israel. Leaders, priests and educated men were taken to Babylon and others fled into Egypt, leaving only a sparse and desolate peasantry in the land. 

The Jews prospered in what turned out to be a benign captivity, retaining their separate and special identity. Their God was not confined to Jerusalem. Their prophets had taught them that their religion involved worship and morality more than the Temple and priestly sacrifice. Their religion was one of hope for the future, sustained by the prophecies of Ezekiel and Daniel. 

Babylon fell to Cyrus of Persia in 539 and a new day was at hand. Persia was an enlightened overlord which distinguished between religious from political control. Cyrus allowed his well-behaved Jewish subjects to return to Jerusalem and to restore their religious centre there. Many made the journey. Others remained behind, content to help support the venture. The great Diaspora, the scattering of the Jews, had begun. 

The group of returnees included Zerubbabel of the Davidic lineage and Jeshua, son of a previous priest of the Temple. They settled in the ruined city, built an altar, and began the arduous task of restoring the Temple itself, despite the harassment by Samaritans, the inheritors of the depopulated country. (These were the peasantry who had been left behind during the Exile and the descendants of the importees who had replaced the lost tribes of Israel.) They also had to face the ancient hostility of the Edomites who had moved into southern Judah (now called Idumaea) under pressure from the Arabs. These people resented those who, after half a century, returned to claim the land. 

Finally, under Darius of Persia, the Temple was built and re-dedicated in 515 BC.

The Rest of the world of that time!

China – whose history dates back to about 5,000 years ago

India - likewise

Europe – Rome, Greece, UK

The Americas

Africa

Australasia – believe it or not the earliest history of our part of the world is some 50,000 years ago with the passage of the Australian aborigines over the then land bridge to their new lands.

The Excellent Degree and its names and places:

Many of the names and times of the degree (and most of our Masonic ritual) are intertwined and not necessarily in a historically correct continuum. Take for example Ezra and Nehemiah where the 2 are almost an anachronism in the Royal Arch degree as Ezra arrived in Jerusalem some 58 years after the completion of the Temple and Nehemiah followed some 14 years later still. Still the message of the degree is summarised in part in the lecture – i.e. the sojourners under Zerubbabel are entrusted with certain signs to show they were entitle to travel to Jerusalem and there participate in the great and glorious work of rebuilding the temple. This criteria was that they were pure descendants of Abraham being those taken captive to Babylon but who had not intermarried with locals.

We take this part of our Royal Arch Journey principally from the Scottish Constitution antecedence of our NZ Ritual as a separate degree as for the Irish it is part of a preliminary to the Royal Arch Degree itself much like the Mark Man portion is of the Mark Degree.

The English Constitution as a whole doesn’t recognise the Excellent Degree although its is found as part of the Bristol workings which possibly reflects that city’s role as a sea port and terminus for shipping from both Ireland and Scotland. I do note with interest though an indication that recently there has been a softening of the official stance by the Supreme Grand Chapter of England and demonstration of ‘The Passing of the Veils and a Bristol Exaltation Ceremony’ was provided earlier this year in Durham with indications this will be repeated elsewhere.

To my knowledge this degree is almost unique at least in the main stream Masonic family in that there is no “Chair” ritual nor is there a specific tracing board – our ritual states that there is no specific regalia apart from the jewel although I am aware that in some other jurisdictions including Queensland the candidate at least is invested with a red bordered apron.

So to some specifics: In many ways most of these names and places are worthy of (and in many cases have been) being covered in specific lecture or talks by my predecessors and others. If you are interested then the Research Chapter of NZ # 93 has for sale an excellent CD with all its proceedings and papers on for a very reasonable price.

Some names in the order in which we encounter them:

1. As mentioned at the commencement the first name or title we encounter is that of the degree itself – Excellent Master meaning strictly speaking one who is a skilled craftsman

2. Ezra – the VSL is opened at Ezra I 1 –3 “Now in the First year of Cyrus. Some comments about who he was when he lived and the importance of this Book of the Bible. P 13 Tyndale – name means “help”. He lived about 458 BC and was a compiler of previous stories from previous times

3. Cyrus – both from the Ezra reading and the Candidates explanation at the door – his name means “sun. He lived around 538 BC and as with others is worthy of a lecture in his own right

4. King Solomon – from the ritual reference to his “having reformed the science and admitted the Gentiles to a participation thereof”

5. Zerubbabel – drawn from “the return of the Jews under Prince Zerubbabel”  - his name means “seed of Babylon”

6. Gentiles: more a descriptive title than strictly speaking a name the term means essentially all people who were not Jewish – the word means “nations”

7. From the demonstration of proof to the Wardens by the candidate we have the Password of the Mark Degree being give as Kebraoth (meaning companions of the Mark) or Mark Well.

8. Almighty God – from the obligation “in the presence of Almighty God”

9. After taking his obligation the Candidate is then entrusted with the password (and grip) being Rabboni – which he is told signifies Master. It is an Aramaic word meaning “My Master” and is a variant of Rabbi, a title of respect to teachers. It is addressed to Jesus in the Gospels of St. Mark and St. John. In the story of Christ’s Death and Resurrection as part of the Easter story we see reference in John 20:16 "Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (Which is to say, Teacher)."
10. Captains of the Veils – interestingly these are not named in the ritual and in fact the way we have the veils does not accord with biblical references. See for example Exodus 26; 1-6 with its reference to the ten veils of the tabernacle.

11. At the First or Blue Veil we do however encounter several people mainly drawn from Exodus and from that portion relating to God revealing himself to Moses. These names include Moses; Jethro; Midian (as in a son of Abraham); Abraham; Isaac and Jacob.

12. The sign of the First veil is accompanied by the word “Bezaleel”. The name "Bezalel" means "in the shadow or protection of God." Bezalel is described in the genealogical lists as the son of Uri (Exodus 31:1), who was in turn the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah (I Chronicles 2:18, 19, 20, 50). He was said to be highly gifted as a workman, showing great skill and originality in engraving precious metals and stones and in wood-carving. He was also a master-workman, having many apprentices under him whom he instructed in the arts (Exodus 35:30-35). According to the narrative in Exodus, he was definitely called and endowed by God to direct the construction of the tent of meeting and its sacred furniture, and also to prepare the priests' garments and the oil and incense required for the service.

13. At the Second Veil the references from the scripture reading of the First Veil continue and in this instance the word is “Aholiab”. Aholiab was the son of Ahisamakh, of the tribe of Dan, worked with Bezalel as the deputy architect of the Tabernacle and the implements which it housed. He is described in Exodus 38:23 as a master of carpentry, weaving, and embroidery. Thus at the first 2 veils we have the link to the Third degrees reference to Tubalcain the first artificer of metals and Hiram the builder but more of that another time.
14. Then at the Third veil we have a sacred name “I am that I am” being part of the most sacred name of God. If I may interpolate here I came across an interesting comment recently - I was regretting the past and fearing the future.  Suddenly God was speaking.  "My name is 'I Am.'“ I waited.  God continued. "When you live in the past, with its mistakes and regrets, it is hard.  I am not there.  My name is not 'I was.' "When you live in the future, with its problems and fears, it is hard.  I am not there.  My name is not 'I will be.' "When you live in this moment, it is not hard.  I am here.  My name is 'I Am.'" Helen Mellicost

15. The Lecture is redolent with personages and places many met during the journey to this part being: Nebuchadnezzer King of Babylon; Zerubbabel the Governor over the land of Judea; Haggai the Prophet; Jeshua the son of Josedec the High Priest and Josedec.

16. While really a thing or creature the Lecture also alludes to the murex from which is derived the colour purple of the third Veil and flax as in the reference to the white veil. 

17. We also see a name for a body of people given in the Sanhedrin and we also have the reference to both the Holy of Holies and the Sanctum Sanatorium

18. Most unusually mixed in with the Lecture is the communication of the secrets of the degree being a repeat of those pass words and signs given at each of the veils but concluding with reference to the Sojourners being allowed to pass and being challenged by Price Zerubbabel to whom “they gave the Penal Sign and the Grand Grip and Grand Word of an Excellent Master.” These are given with the Grand Word as Ammi Ruhamah then we have “The Penal Sign is given by closing the fingers of both hands and bringing them together, knuckle to knuckle, with forearms horizontal, thumbs down with tips touching symbolically implying that you would rather have your body torn asunder and the earth open and swallow you up as it did Korah, Dathan and Abiram for their rebellion.”
19. Ammi Ruhamah is a reference to Hosea 2.1 i.e. call your brothers Ammi--'My people.' And you will call your sisters Ruhamah--'The ones I love.'
20. The rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram is referred to in Numbers ch v 1 -50 and refers to “Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain Reubenites including Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth – who became insolent and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known community leaders who had been appointed members of the council. They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron but Moses overcame their stance. V 32 tells us “the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and were gone from the community.”  with their households and all Korah's men and all their possessions. 33 They went down alive into the grave,
21. In the closing ceremony of this degree we then encounter through the readings Haggai (ii 4-5); Amos (ix 11th); and again Haggai (ii 9th)

22. Finally we have the reference to the name of the Most High, which is invoked in the closure of the Excellent Masters Lodge.

Then we have a few places mentioned – thankfully not as many as the names above!

1. Jerusalem – from reference to rebuilding a house to the Lord God of Israel

2. Israel – strictly speaking as much a group of people being the descendants of Jacob as a nation or place.

3. Babylon – from the reference to Grand Lodge of or at

4. Horeb – reference is to going up to the mountain of. Literally the place where the burning bush and other miraculous indications of Gods revelations of his omnipresence to Moses occurred

5. Judea – referred to in the Lecture as is

6. Sumaria and

7. Egypt

8. The Sanhedrin – as above but really a body not a place as also is the Shekinah which is the divine presence of the Almighty.

9. The Sanctum Sanatorium is the sacred place free from intrusion where the High Priest went to offer up his prayers

10. The Holy of Holies was the inner most and most sacred chamber in the temple. As such it is a term in the Hebrew Bible which refers to the inner sanctuary of the Tabernacle and later the Temple in Jerusalem where the Ark of the Covenant was kept during the First Temple, which could be entered only by the High Priest on Yom Kippur. The Ark of the Covenant is said to have contained the Ten Commandments, which were believed to have been given by God to Moses and the Israelites at Mount Sinai.

The Holy of Holies was hidden by a veil, and no one was permitted to enter except the High Priest, and even he could only enter once a year on the Day of Atonement, to offer the blood of sacrifice and incense before the mercy seat. In the wilderness, on the day that the tabernacle was first raised up, the cloud of the Lord covered the tabernacle. There are other times that this was recorded, and instructions were given that the Lord would appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat, and at that time the priests should not enter into the tabernacle (Leviticus 16:2). According to the Hebrew Bible, the Holy of Holies contained the Ark of the Covenant with representation of Cherubim. Upon completion of the dedication of the Tabernacle, the Voice of God spoke to Moses "from between the Cherubim". (Numbers 7:89).

So rather than just these bare bones may I entice your interest with a few more in depth references?

(3,300 words to here)

Summary:

From “Biblical People” (AboutBibleProphecy.Com) & Wiki

Ezra

Ezra was the leader of a group of Jews returning to Jerusalem from the Babylonian Exile in 458 BC, during the reign of King Artaxerxes. When Ezra learned that the renewed Jewish community in Judah lacked spiritual direction, he got permission from the king to lead 1,754 exiles to Judah, to give a firm foundation to Mosaic Law there. Ezra convened the people for a public reading of the Law. Ezra was a descendant from the priestly line of Aaron, and the author of the Old Testament Book of Ezra. The name Ezra means "God helps."

Cyrus

Cyrus was a King of Persia, founder of the Achaemenian dynasty and the Persian Empire, he reigned 559-529 BC. He seized Media in 550, went on to conquer Lydia, and his crowning success was the capture of Babylon. He was finally killed in battle against one of the tribes north of his Kingdom. 

In Isaiah 45:1-4 God selects Cyrus to open the gates of Babylon and conquer Babylon, which Cyrus did in 539 BC. God does this for the sake of His people who are exiled there. 

In 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 God stirs up Cyrus to make this proclamation throughout his kingdom: "all the Kingdoms of the earth have been given to me by the Lord God of heaven, and He instructed me to build Him a temple in Jerusalem, in the land of Judah. 

All among you who are of the Lord's people, return to Israel for this task, and the Lord be with you". So through Cyrus a total of 42,360 persons returned to Judah along with 5,469 gold and silver items, livestock and donations, as listed in Ezra, chapters 1 and 2. 

The actual construction of the Temple began in the second year of their arrival in Jerusalem. Cyrus is mentioned in the Bible's books of 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Isaiah and Daniel. 

Note: A clay cylinder was found in Babylon called the "Cyrus Cylinder." It is full of inscriptions giving record of Cyrus' capture of Babylon, and tells how the captives of Babylon were returned to their homelands. This is in line with the decree Cyrus issued in 538 BC, allowing the Jews to return home to Jerusalem. The cylinder is now in the British Museum.

Solomon (King)

Solomon, the son of King David and Bathsheba, was the third king of Israel. Solomon was renown for his wisdom, wealth and for his construction projects. Israel enjoyed an era of security, prosperity, and international political and economic importance under Solomon. 

Solomon was anointed king when his older brother, Adonijah, rashly tried to proclaim himself as ruler when their father, King David, became old. But Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan, with the support of others, crowned Solomon as King. 

Solomon began his 40-year reign in 967 BC while David was still alive. Thanks to the conquests of David, Solomon's domain stretched from Tipshah on the Euphrates to Gaza on the border of Egypt. The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and told him to ask for anything he wanted. Solomon asked for wisdom to lead the Israelites. God was so pleased with Solomon's reply, He not only gave him wisdom, but riches and honor too. 

It was in the fourth year of Solomon's reign, that he began the construction of the Temple. Seven years later it was completed, and the Ark of the Covenant was moved from the Tabernacle in Zion, the City of David, to the Temple. He also built a large palace for himself, Fort Millo, the wall of Jerusalem, and the cities of Hazor, Megiddo and Gezer. 

He also built cities for grain storage, cities to keep his chariots, homes for his army, and resort cities. He built a fleet of ships to bring gold in from Ophir. People from many lands came to visit him and to listen to his God-given wisdom, including the Queen of Sheba. 

Solomon took many foreign wives - 700 wives and 300 concubines, and they turned his heart away from the Lord, and they encouraged him to worship their gods. He even built temples for these foreign wives to use for burning incense and for offering sacrifices to their gods. This made the lord angry, and the Lord told Solomon that after Solomon's death, He would take the Kingdom away from Solomon's son, except for one tribe. 

After Solomon's death his son, Rehoboam, became King of Judah, while an enemy of Solomon, Jeroboam, became king of the northern tribes. 

Solomon was the author of 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs. The Books of Ecclesiastes, The Song of Solomon, and parts of the Book of Proverbs are ascribed to him. The story of Solomon is found in 1 Kings, chapters 1-11, and in 2 Chronicles, chapters 1-9. The name Solomon means "peace/welfare”

Zerubbabel

Zerubbabel was the head of the tribe of Judah during the time of the return from the Babylon exile. He was the prime builder of the second Temple, which was later re-constructed by King Herod. He led the first group of captives back to Jerusalem and began rebuilding the Temple on the old site. For some 20 years he was closely associated with prophets, priests, and kings until the new Temple was dedicated and the Jewish sacrificial system was re-established. 

The second Temple was consecrated in about 516 BC, which was 70 years after the destruction of the first Temple by the Babylonians, in 586 BC. 

Zerubbabel was the grandson of Jehoiachin, the captive king of Judah (1 Chr. 3:17). A descendant of David, he was in the direct line of the ancestry of Jesus (Luke 3:27; Matt. 1:12). With the blessing of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-2), Zerubbabel and Jeshua the high priest led the first band of captives back to Jerusalem. They also returned the gold and silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had removed from the Temple. 

After rebuilding the Temple foundation the first two years, construction came to a standstill for 17 years, because of, among other things, opposition from settlers in Samaria. The Samaritans disrupted the building project (Ezra 4:4). 

Urged by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1-2), Zerubbabel resumed work on the Temple in the second year of the reign of Darius Hystaspes of Persia (Hag. 1:14). Zerubbabel received large grants of money and materials from Persia, and continuing encouragement from the two prophets. 

The Temple was finished in four years, around 515 BC and dedicated with great pomp and rejoicing (Ezra 6:19). Historians designated the second Temple as "Zerubbabel's Temple." On God's instructions, Haggai promised Zerubbabel a special blessing: "I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtile, says the Lord, and will make you as a signet ring; for I have chosen you" (Haggai 2:23).

Zerubbabel ("scion of Babylon")

Grandson of King Jeconiah of Judah, exiled to Babylonia in 597 B.C., and governor of the province of Judah during the reign of Darius I (Hag 1:1; Ezra 6:15). According to I Chronicles 3:19 Zerubbabel's father was Pedaiah, but other references call him the son of Shealtiel (both were sons of Jeconiah).

Being of royal descent, Zerubbabel was a natural choice for governor of the province. In September 520 B.C., prompted by the prophecies of Haggai (Hag 1:2-11, 13-15; 2:2-9) he joined Joshua the high priest in initiating the resumption of the building of the Temple, badly neglected since its foundations had been laid in 537 B.C. (Ezra 3:8-13). Tattenai, the satrap of Syria (Ezra 5:3) tried to halt the work (Ezra 5:3-10) but the Judeans, citing the permission granted by Cyrus (Ezra 5:11-16), appealed to Darius to intervene (Ezra 5:17). The king upheld their request and the builders continued, inspired by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, until the Temple was finally completed in 515 B.C. (Ezra 6:15).

From the prophecies of Haggai it appears that Zerubbabel was the focus of messianic hopes. Haggai expected the Lord to overthrow all kingdoms and to elect Zerubbabel as his "servant". He is called "God's chosen" and his "signet ring" (Hag 2:21-23). Zechariah's reference to "the Branch" (Zech 3:8) is likewise interpreted as referring to Zerubbabel.

It is not known when Zerubbabel's activity commenced nor when it came to an end. Some texts state that Zerubbabel was the leader of the first group which returned from the Exile (Ezra 2:2; Neh 7:7) and that he was involved in building the altar and laying the Temple foundations in the years 538-537 B.C. (Ezra 3:2, 8; 4:2). The first governor of Judah and the leader of the first group, however, was Sheshbazzar (Ezra 1:8-11; 5:14, 16). In order to account for the discrepancy, it has been suggested that Sheshbazzar was leader in name only, and that Zerubbabel bore responsibility for all practical activity. On the other hand, it has been pointed out that Zechariah credits Zerubbabel with laying the foundations for the Temple, while ignoring the role played by Sheshbazzar (Zech 4:9). Thus there may have been a tendency to credit Zerubbabel with all early constructive activity from the first period of the return from the Exile. (See SHESHBAZZAR).

Matthew 1:12 and Luke 3:27 mention Zerubbabel in the ancestral line of Jesus, since he was descended from the Davidic house. 

Jethro

Jethro, also known Reuel, was the father-in-law to Moses; father of Zipporah, the wife of Moses; and grandfather to Gershom and Eliezer. 

Jethro was a priest in the land of Midian, an ancient name for a territory that was east of the Jordan River, near the land of Israel. 

After Moses had left Egypt, but before he returned to emancipate the Hebrew slaves, he lived in Midian where he met Jethro and married his daughter. 

The word Jethro can be translated as meaning "His excellence," which is a title given to leaders, which is what Reuel was in hte land of Midian. 

Jethro is mentioned by title (Jethro) in Exodus 3:1, Exodus 4:18, and throughout Exodus 18. He is mentioned by name (Reuel) in Exodus 2:18 and Numbers 10:29.

Jethro (Bible)

In the Old Testament or the Hebrew Bible, Jethro ([image: image1.png]
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/; Hebrew: יִתְרוֹ‎‎, Standard Yitro Tiberian Yiṯrô; "His Excellence/Posterity" ; Arabic شعيب Shu-ayb) is Moses' father-in-law, a Kenite shepherd and priest of Midian.[1] He is also revered as a prophet in his own right in the Druze religion,[2] and considered an ancestor of the Druze.[3]
In Exodus
Jethro is called a priest of Midian and became father-in-law of Moses after he gave his daughter, Zipporah, in marriage to Moses. He is introduced in Exodus 2:18.

Jethro is recorded as living in Midian; a territory stretching along the eastern edge of the Gulf of Aqaba in what is today, northwestern Saudi Arabia. Some believe Midian is within the Sinai Peninsula. Biblical maps from antiquity show Midian on both locations.[citation needed]
Jethro's daughter, Zipporah, became Moses's wife after Moses had fled Egypt, after he killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. Moses is said to have worked as a shepherd for Jethro for 40 years before returning to Egypt to lead the Hebrews to Canaan, the "promised land". After Moses had begun to lead the Israelites on their Exodus, it was Jethro that encouraged Moses to appoint others to share in the burden of ministry to the nation Israel by allowing others to help in the judgment of smaller matters coming before him. This takes place in the Torah portion Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:23).

Names
There is a controversy about this father-in-law of Moses and whether or not the Bible contradicts itself in regard to his name(s). In the KJV version of Judges 4:11, a man named Hobab appears as Moses' father-in-law, while Numbers 10:29 makes him "the son of Raguel [Reuel] the Midianite, Moses' father in law". One thing to consider is that there is only one Biblical Hebrew word for both "brother-in-law" and "father-in-law" (chathan) [4]. It is, in fact, the word for any and all relations by marriage. If one takes into account the Biblical custom of multiple names for one person as well as Judges 4:11 calling Hobab Reuel's son, Reuel and Jethro both appear as Moses' father-in-law, while Hobab must be seen as his brother-in-law. There are, however, disputes among theologians in this matter

Midian

Midian was one of the six sons of Abraham and his concubine Keturah. When Abraham gave most of his estate to Isaac, he sent his other sons to a land in the east (Genesis 25:6). Midian's descendants became the Midianites, a nomadic tribe. The Midianites are the ones who pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and took him to Egypt (Genesis 37:28). Later, Moses married the daughter of a Midianite priest, Jethro

Abraham

Abraham was the first patriarch of Israel. He was the son of Terah, and brother to Nahor and Haran. The name Abraham means "a father of many nations." He originally lived near the Mesopotamian city of Ur, but Terah took him, along with Lot, to the city of Haran in northwest Mesopotamia (Gen 11:31). 

After the death of his father, God told Abraham, who was 75 years old at that time, to leave his country and to go to the land of Canaan, with his wife, Sarah, and his nephew, Lot. Lot and Abraham later separated because there was not enough grazing lands for their flocks. 

Abraham settled in Mamre, near Hebron. He was a peaceful herdsman but also warlike and defeated four kings who had invaded Canaan. Upon his triumphant return, Abraham was greeted by Melchizedek, the king of Salem and "Priest of the God of the Most High" (Gen 14:21-24). 

When Sarah could not conceive she gave Abraham her maid, Hagar, as a wife. Hagar gave birth to Ishmael (Gen 16:1-6). In affirmation of his covenant with God, Abraham circumcised himself and all males in the household. Later three angels visited Abraham and Sarah and announced that within a year Sarah would give birth. 

Sarah gave birth to Isaac when Abraham was 100 years old. Isaac became the sole heir, as Sarah urged Abraham to banish Hagar and Ishmael. The Lord confirmed this demand, and promised that Ishmael would also become a great nation. After Sarah's death and Isaacs marriage to Rebekah, Abraham married Keturah, and she bore him several children. 

Abraham deeded everything he owned to Isaac, however he gave gifts to his other sons, and sent them off into the east, away from Isaac. Abraham died at the age of 175 and was buried by Isaac and Ishmael in a cave of Machpelah (Gen 25:9-11). Abraham's call is the origin and mainspring of Israel's election and religion. Abraham is mentioned 72 times in the New Testament and is considered the father of all true believers, the first to receive God's promises. 

Abraham had great faith in God, and God promised to make him into a great nation, a blessing for all families of the earth, "I will bless those that bless you and curse those who curse you, and the entire world will be blessed because of you." (Gen 12:2-3).

Isaac

Isaac, the second patriarch of Israel, son of Abraham and Sarah, and father of Jacob and Esau. Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah in their old age, his name means "to laugh." After Isaac was weaned, his half brother Ishmael was banished with his Egyptian mother Hagar (Gen 21:8-20), as Isaac alone was designated as Abraham's heir. 

Isaac's destiny was confirmed when Abraham proved willing to comply with the divine command to sacrifice his son on Mount Moriah. An angel stopped Abraham from slaying Isaac, and offered a ram as a substitute. Abraham sent a slave to his family in Mesopotamia to procure a wife for Isaac (Gen 24:1-10). 

Isaac was forty years old at the time of his marriage to Rebekah, and she eventually bore him twins, Esau and Jacob (Gen 25:21-26). Isaac became very wealthy as a farmer in Gerar, and later returned to the region of Beersheba. In his old age, Isaac grew blind, and through a ruse by Rebekah and Jacob, gave his blessing to Jacob instead of Esau. Isaac died at age 180, and was buried by his two sons (Gen 35:28-29).

Jacob (Israel)

Jacob was the son of Isaac and Rebekah, and the twin brother of Esau (Genesis 25:23-26). Jacob, meaning "grabber", was born clutching Esau's heel. He eventually received his father's blessing that was meant for Esau. Cheated by his brother, Esau vowed to kill Jacob (Genesis 27:41). Jacob left his home and went to the town of Padan Aram, where his uncle, Laban, lived. 

At the outset of his journey, near Bethel, Jacob was given a vision by God of Israel's future: that the Jews would establish their own nation, that they would be scattered like dust to the ends of the earth, that they would have a worldwide impact, and that they would one day return to their homeland. All of these things of course have happened, long after the prophecy from Jacob was written down. 

After working seven years as a herdsman for his uncle Laban, Jacob wanted to marry Laban's youngest daughter Rachel. But, Laban deceived Jacob by giving him his eldest daughter, Leah, in marriage. Jacob consented to work another seven years for the permission to marry Rachel. 

Leah bore Jacob four sons, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah. Rachel, who was barren, gave her maid, Bilhah, to bear Jacob's children for her. Bilhah bore Dan and Naphtali. Leah likewise gave Jacob her maid, Zilpah, who bore him Gad and Asher. Afterwards Leah gave birth to Issachar and Zebulun, and Jacob's only daughter, Dinah. Only then did Rachel conceive, bearing Joseph. 

Jacob packed up his large family and went back to Canaan. On that trip, at night Jacob wrestled with an angel, asking for a blessing. At last the angel blessed him and gave him a new name: Israel ("You have struggled with God.") Jacob made amends with his brother Esau. Rachel died in childbirth of Jacob's last son, Benjamin. 

Jacob settled again in the land of Canaan. After some years, his son Joseph became a high ranking official in Egypt. Jacob and his family moved to Egypt and lived there. Jacob blessed Joseph's two sons Ephraim and Manasseh. When Jacob died, his body was taken back to Canaan for burial. The 12 sons of Jacob (Israel) became the twelve tribes of Israel. They multiplied greatly in Egypt for a few hundred years, and returned to Canaan with Moses during the Exodus.

Bezalel

Bezalel, son of Uri, son of Hur, along with Oholiab, was appointed by God to build the Tabernacle in the desert, during the time of Moses. God gave the two men every skill needed to do any work necessary. They oversaw the workers, and made the curtains, the poles, the loops, etc. 

Bezalel also built the Ark, the two Cherubim, and all the accessories for transporting the Arc, and overlaid everything with gold. He made the lamp stand, the altar, and all the utensils, and completed everything for the Tabernacle. Bezalel made all that the Lord commanded. 

And with him was Oholiab, of the tribe of Dan, who was an engraver, designer, and embroiderer in blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and in fine linen. (Exodus 36, 37, 38). The name Bezalel means "in the shadow of God."

Bezalel

In Exodus 31:1-6, Bezalel (also transcribed as Betzalel), is the chief artisan of the Tabernacle.[1] Elsewhere in the Bible the name occurs only in the genealogical lists of the Book of Chronicles, but according to cuneiform inscriptions a variant form of the same, "Ẓil-Bêl," was borne by a king of Gaza who was a contemporary of Hezekiah and Manasseh.

The name "Bezalel" means "in the shadow [protection] of God." Bezalel is described in the genealogical lists as the son of Uri (Exodus 31:1), the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah (I Chronicles 2:18, 19, 20, 50). He was said to be highly gifted as a workman, showing great skill and originality in engraving precious metals and stones and in wood-carving. He was also a master-workman, having many apprentices under him whom he instructed in the arts (Exodus 35:30-35). According to the narrative in Exodus, he was definitely called and endowed by God to direct the construction of the tent of meeting and its sacred furniture, and also to prepare the priests' garments and the oil and incense required for the service.

He was also in charge of the holy oils, incense and priestly vestments.[2]
In Rabbinical Literature

The rabbinical tradition relates that when God determined to appoint Bezalel architect of the desert Tabernacle, He asked Moses whether the choice were agreeable to him, and received the reply: "Lord, if he is acceptable to Thee, surely he must be so to me!" At God's command, however, the choice was referred to the people for approval and was endorsed by them. Moses thereupon commanded Bezalel to set about making the Tabernacle, the holy Ark, and the sacred utensils. It is to be noted, however, that Moses mentioned these in somewhat inverted order, putting the Tabernacle last (compare Exodus 25:10, 26:1 et seq., with Exodus 31:1-10). Bezalel sagely suggested to him that men usually build the house first and afterward provide the furnishings; but that, inasmuch as Moses had ordered the Tabernacle to be built last, there was probably some mistake and God's command must have run differently. Compare also Philo, "Leg. Alleg."

Bezalel possessed such great wisdom that he could combine those letters of the alphabet with which heaven and earth were created; this being the meaning of the statement (Exodus 31:3): "I have filled him . . . with wisdom and knowledge," which were the implements by means of which God created the world, as stated in Proverbs 3:19, 20 (Berakhot 55a). By virtue of his profound wisdom, Bezalel succeeded in erecting a sanctuary which seemed a fit abiding-place for God, who is so exalted in time and space (Exodus R. 34:1; Numbers R. 12:3; Midrash Teh. 91). The candlestick of the sanctuary was of so complicated a nature that Moses could not comprehend it, although God twice showed him a heavenly model; but when he described it to Bezalel, the latter understood immediately, and made it at once; whereupon Moses expressed his admiration for the quick wisdom of Bezalel, saying again that he must have been "in the shadow of God" (Hebrew, "beẓel El") when the heavenly models were shown him (Numbers R. 15:10; compare Exodus R. 1. 2; Berakhot l.c.). Bezalel is said to have been only thirteen years of age when he accomplished his great work (Sanhedrin 69b); he owed his wisdom to the merits of pious parents; his grandfather being Hur and his grandmother Miriam, he was thus a grandnephew of Moses (Exodus R. 48:3, 4).

Bezaleel by Wayne Blank
Bezaleel, a name in Hebrew meaning in the shadow of God, was a man of Judah, a skilled craftsman, who did much of the "cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship" for the furniture and utensils used in The Tabernacle In The Wilderness. His natural skill was greatly enhanced by The Lord having "filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship." As its maker, Bezaleel of Judah was among the last non-Levites authorized to touch The Ark of the Covenant (see the Fact Finder question below to understand what happened to anyone else who did).

"I have filled him with the Spirit of God"
Bezaleel was The Lord's choice for doing the work of crafting the furniture and utensils of the Tabernacle, along with The Ark in which were placed the Ten Commandments. 

"And The Lord spake unto Moses saying,"

"See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship."

"And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee; The tabernacle of the congregation, and The Ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle, And the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all his furniture, and the altar of incense, And the altar of burnt offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his foot, And the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's office, And the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy place: according to all that I have commanded thee shall they do." (Exodus 31:1-11 KJV)

Bezaleel of Judah made The Ark before custody of it was given to the Levites.

"And Bezaleel made The Ark of shittim wood: two Cubits and a half was the length of it, and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it: And he overlaid it with pure gold within and without, and made a crown of gold to it round about. And he cast for it four rings of gold, to be set by the four corners of it; even two rings upon the one side of it, and two rings upon the other side of it. And he made staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold [see The Gold-Covered Staves]. And he put the staves into the rings by the sides of The Ark, to bear The Ark."

"And he made The Mercy Seat of pure gold [see also Christ's Mercy Seat]: two cubits and a half was the length thereof, and one cubit and a half the breadth thereof. And he made two cherubims of gold, beaten out of one piece made he them, on the two ends of the mercy seat; One cherub on the end on this side, and another cherub on the other end on that side: out of the mercy seat made he the cherubims on the two ends thereof. And the cherubims spread out their wings on high, and covered with their wings over the mercy seat, with their faces one to another; even to the mercy seatward were the faces of the cherubims." (Exodus 37:1-9 KJV)

Oholiab / Aholiab

Oholiab was from the tribe of Dan. He was one of the two men who built the Tabernacle in the desert, during the time of Moses, when the Israelites wandered in the Sinai. Bezalel was the other man appointed for this task

In the Hebrew Bible, Aholiab son of Ahisamakh, of the tribe of Dan, worked under Bezalel as the deputy architect of the Tabernacle and the implements which it housed. He is described in Exodus 38:23 as a master of carpentry, weaving, and embroidery.

Aholiab definition tent of the father, an artist of the tribe of Dan, appointed to the work of preparing materials for the tabernacle (Ex. 31:6; 35:34; 36:1, 2; 38:23). 

Names are prophetic as well as symbolic in scripture. The meaning of the name Aholiab is: "Tent of the father." He was the son of "Ahisamach," which means: Brother of strength, or My brother has supported." It's a wonderful thing when our family or those friends who are to us as brothers are supportive of our work, strengthening and encouraging us. Aholiab was an artist of the tribe of Dan, appointed to the work of preparing materials such as fiber arts for the tabernacle. He was a skilled weaver and embroiderer. In speaking of Dan, the tribe Aholiab came from, Judah was Israel's "leader," Dan was Israel's rearguard. 

AHOLIAB OF THE TRIBE OF DAN 

The Personal Name Meaning: "Judges 1:1. First son born to Jacob by Rachel's maid Bilhah (Genesis 30:6). He was the original ancestor of the tribe of Dan. When the Israelites entered Canaan, the tribe of Dan received land on the western coast. They could not fully gain control of the territory, especially after the Philistines settled in the area. The last chapters of Judges show Samson of the tribe of Dan fighting the Philistines. Eventually, Dan migrated to the north and was able to take a city called Laish. They renamed the city Dan and settled in the area around it. Dan was always a small tribe, and it never exercised significant influence in Israel. The most prominent Danites mentioned in the Bible are Oholiab and Samson. 

THE UNIQUE GIFTINGS OF AHOLIAB 

1.) He was spiritually sensitive to God and responded heartily to the Lord's call. 

2.) Aholiah was called of God to be a "master builder." He was a designer or "inventer of designs" able to perform every kind of work. 

3.) Even as the Lord called or chose Moses and Aaron for the work that they did. God selects men and women to be artisans, or craftsmen or craftswomen for His specific purpose. 4.) Aholiab was both a faber, a master in metal, stone, and woodwork. Because God does not use the general term for "mason," here, it appears that the reference to stone carving is more to the specialized work, such as that of the breastplate of the High Priest. The Tabernacle, Hebrew "ohel, tent; 'ohel mo'ed, tent of meeting; 'ohel ha-'eduth, tent of the testimony; mishkan, dwelling; mishkan ha- 'eduth, dwelling of the testimony; mishkan 'ohel, dwelling of the tent," was made in such a way that it was a portable sanctuary, which could be moved as the Israelites traveled, with the entrances being made of linen. 

The "court of the tabernacle" (Exodus 27:9) was a rectangular space, measuring 100 by 50 cubits (probably the Egyptian cubit, 203/4 ins.), screened off by curtains of "fine twisted linen" (xxvii, 9), 5 cubits high, 100 cubits long on the north and south sides, 50 on the east and 15 on the west, and 20 cubits on either side of the entrance. The entrance was closed by a hanging of fine twisted linen , embroidered in violet, purple, and scarlet and "twice dyed" on a white ground (probable meaning of Exodus 27:16). 

All these curtains were suspended from sixty pillars, but not in a "loose and flowing manner", as Josephus wrongly states, since the total length of the curtains is exactly the same as the perimeter of the court, one pillar being assigned to every five cubits of curtain. These pillars of setimwood, five cubits high, stood on bases ("sockets", Exodus 39:39) of brass and were held in position by means of cords (ibid., ix, 40) fastened to brass pegs ("pins", ibid., v, 18) which were stuck in the ground; the pillars ended in a capital ("head", Exodus 39:17, etc.; we must believe that the height given above includes both the base and capital of the pillar) with a band or necking (to hang the curtain) overlaid with silver. East of the entrance were found successively: the altar of holocausts (Exodus 27:1-8, etc.), the brazen layer (xxx, 18-21; viii, 8, etc.),and the tabernacle proper. 

The latter was conceived to be the dwelling-tent of God; hence it consisted essentially of curtains, the wooden framework, though indispensable, being only of secondary importance. The whole structure measured 30 by 10 cubits, and was divided into two sections; the one to the west, the "Holy Place", containing the altar of incense, the golden candlestick, and the table of shewbreads; and the other, the "Holy of Holies", containing the Ark of the Covenant with the propitiatory and the cherubim. These sections were respectively 20 and 10 cubits long. 

a) Heb. hatsabh. Job 19:24, rendered "graven," but generally means hewn stone or wood, in quarry or forest. The "cutting of stones," is haroset, and speaks of cutting or carving stone, working wood. (b.) Heb. harush. Jer. 17:1, rendered "graven," and indicates generally artistic work in metal, wood, and stone, effected by fine instruments. 3) Heb. pasal points rather to the sculptor's or the carver's art (Isa. 30:22; 40:19; 41:7; 44:12-15). 4. Pathah refers to intaglio work, the cutting and engraving of precious stones (Ex. 28:9-11, 21; Zech. 3:9; Cant. 1:10, 11). 5. Heret. In Ex. 32:4 rendered "graving tool;" and in Isa. 8:1, "a pen." 

The Hebrew word "curious" is mahasaba, meaning thought, plan, scheme, plot, design, device, imagination, purpose, cunning works, curious works, invented or means. 

The term "workmanship" in Hebrew is melaka and this is a reference to "work, deeds, duty, or service." 

The phrase which speaks of carving wood, is haroset, from hares, "to plow or engrave, plan, or devise, be silent, become deaf, say nothing, hold peace, hold tongue, leave off speaking, secretly practice. Here it speaks of the cutting or woodworking of wood. Of carving or cutting stone. In type, where God sheds insight on His Heavenly Tabernacle, and of it's being made up of individuals, our minds go back to the words of Yeshua, such as "And He answered them not a word. Yes, we can be shaped by silence, when God divinely appoints it for this purpose. 

With regard to Aholiab being given "understanding by God, for his work, the Hebrew word signifies understanding, skill, insight, discretion, skilfulness. While "embroidery" is raqam, "to embroider, weave coloured thread, curiously wrought needlework, and it's related to the word riqma, embroidered work, divers colours, raiment of needlework. The tabernacle boards, 20-30. The bars, 31-34. The veil and its pillars, 35, 36. The hangings and their pillars, 37, 38. Engraving is the act and art of cutting letters, figures, and the like, on stone, wood, or metal. The account of the equipment of the high priest (Ex. xxviii., ix.) evidences that this art had been developed to a high degree among the Hebrews at an early period. To designate the skill of the worker the word and its derivative are employed, while and and denote the process and the finished result (Ex. xxviii. 11, 21,36; i. 5; v. 33; ix. 14, 30; Zech. iii. 9; I Kings vi. 18, 19, 32, 35; vii. 31; (, Ex. xxviii. 11, 21) In Isaiah 49:16, God states: Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me. Again in 2 Corinthians 3:7 But if the ministration of he law, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away... He was an artistic weaver of colours, and we read of him: Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen. (Ex. 38: 23) From the definition "to serve in the sanctuary," (39:41) it's obvious that the Hebrew term bigye serad speaks of clothing used in worship. In fact the rich robes constituted the official garments of the high priest. The holy garments for Aaron were holy clothing worn by him in common with the priests. 

Over the ephod the High Priest wore a breastplate resembling a pocket or pouch made of beautifully woven fabric. On the front of the breastplate were fastened twelve precious stones in four rows of three. On each of these stones were engraved the name of one of the tribes of Israel. 

Exod 28:15-29 "You shall make the breastplate of judgment. Artistically woven according to the workmanship of the ephod you shall make it: of gold blue purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, you shall make it. It shall be doubled into a square: a span shall be its length, and a span shall be its width. And you shall put settings of stones in it, four rows of stones: The first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; this shall be the first row; the second row shall be a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold settings. And the stones shall have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, each one with its own name; they shall be according to the twelve tribes. You shall make chains for the breastplate at the end, like braided cords of pure gold. 

And you shall make two rings of gold for the breastplate, and put the two rings on the two ends of the breastplate. 

Then you shall put the two braided chains of gold in the two rings which are on the ends of the breastplate; and the other two ends of the two braided chains you shall fasten to the two settings, and put them on the shoulder straps of the ephod in the front. You shall make two rings of gold, and put them on the two ends of the breastplate, on the edge of it, which is on the inner side of the ephod. And two other rings of gold you shall make, and put them on the two shoulder straps, underneath the ephod toward its front, right at the seam above the intricately woven band of the ephod. 

They shall bind the breastplate by means of its rings to the rings of the ephod, using a blue cord, so that it is above the intricately woven band of the ephod, and so that the breastplate does not come loose from the ephod. So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD continually."

5.) The embroidered work of the hangings was 

· a) In blue and purple and scarlet on the curtains of the tabernacle (Exodus 26:1,36; 27:16) 

· b.) On the girdle and coat of the high priest, intermingled with gold (Exodus 28:4,39) 

AHOLIAB'S CO-WORKERS 

1.) He was accompanied by Bezaleel and other men who were skilled in art. "Every one whom his heart lifted up to come near to the work to do it." i.e. Whose heart was stirred to take part in this work. Some of his assistants were women. "And all the women that were wise hearted did spin with their hands, and brought that which they had spun, both of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen. 26: And all the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun goats' hair." (Exodus 35:25) 

THE LORD'S CALLING OF AHOLIAB'S 

(Aholiab was a man known of God) 

1.) The Lord knows the heart of every man, woman and child. God called him Aholiab by name. He knows where you live and work, just as Yeshua appeared in Acts 9, to instruct Saul of Tarsus to go to Strait Street to the house of a tanner. Aholiab was a sanctified man, consecrated to the work of the Lord, and the Spirit of God came upon them. Consecrated men are not to be left to themselves, to labor in the ability that they have within themselves or to act out of their own ideas and personal dictates. The Spirit of God came upon him. Why? There was a God given pattern to be carried out. Even the most devoted people, devoted to the cause of Yeshua haMashiach/Jesus Christ cannot do the Lord's work out of themselves, without the moment by moment anointing of the Spirit of the Lord. Each facet of our lives in the Lord are just that strategic. 

Romans 8 WEB Romans 8:30 Whom he predestined, those he also called. Whom he called, those he also justified. Whom he justified, those he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

The scriptures teach in Acts 2:38-39 that God calls every man and woman to salvation in this same scriptural way spoken of in Acts 2:38, Acts 8:16, Acts 10:46-48, Acts 19:5. There is no alternative method. We all have giftings, and especially spiritual giftings, from God. The way through the heavenly tabernacle door is through salvation in Yeshua haMashiach/Jesus Christ. 

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." (Acts 2:38) 

AHOLIAB'S ANOINTING BY GOD 

c) Aholiab was empowered by the Lord with wisdom and knowledge in his art. 

1. God filled Aholiab with the Spirit of God, because he needed it. It was important for him to be supernaturally equipped to perform the work assigned to him in the building the Tabernacle. Though it was the work of an artisan, it was a spiritual work, requiring the empowerment of God's Holy Spirit, as the work Moses and Aaron were involved in. 

THE MASTER CRAFTSMAN AT WORK 

1.) Aholiab was a master artisan with a teaching gift. (Ex. 31: 6) From where did this artist derive the desire to impart his wisdom and knowledge come from? It was the will of the Lord placed in this man's heart, and he was responding to it. 

"He has filled them with skill to do all manner of work of the engraver and the designer and embroiderers, in blue, purple and scarlet thread, and fine linen, and of the weaver-those who do every work and those who design artistic works." The Hebrew word hasab is used to describe the employment skill in chapter 35:35.

What he possessed in the way of skill or prophetic ability to use his hands to fabricate what God wanted, God valued this, and wanted to see it perpetuated in Israel, or the nations, as Israel fulfilled the purpose of God to be a light to the Gentiles. 

6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee. 

Ex. 35: 34 

34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

There are artists today whom God raises up as teachers, and they transmit the various techniques of their art work to others. Some work in spheres of great influence, because God grants this position to them. This frequently happens in those with a passion for Yeshua haMashiach/Jesus Christ and for gospel ministry. 

4) God did not call Aholiab simply to earn a living at his art or craft. This was "the Lord's work, through him in his generation, just God calls and selects artists today. God said: Do as I have commanded you. 

Three main loom designs were used in the ancient world. One appears in the story of Samson. 14 So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head and wove them into the web,* and made them tight with the pin. Then she said to him, ‘The Philistines are upon you, Samson!’ But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled away the pin, the loom, and the web. (Judges 16:13-14) 

A second type of loom is observed in Isaiah 38:12. Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 

In yet another type of vertical loom, weaving was done from the bottom, and the weft beaten upwards. 

Ex. 36: 1-2 

1 Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded. 2 And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it: 

Ex. 38: 23 

23 And with him was Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen. 

THE EXQUISITE ANOINTED FIBER ARTS OF THE TABERNACLE 

· 1) Aholiab excelled in what he was called to perform, in designing, weaving and embroidery. (Exodus 35:35) 

· 2) The inner curtain was made of fine linen, with cherubim skillfully embroidered on it in blue, purple and scarlet. (Exodus 36:35) 

· 3) A curtain 30 feet long by 7 feet high was made for the entrance of the courtyard. It wasd made of fine linen embroidered with blue, purple and scarlet. (Exodus 38:18) 

· 4) The weavers made 10 sheets of fine linen, which was then embroidered in blue, purple and scarlet. 

· 5) Ohiliab worked closely with Bezaleel as an assistant. Both were also skilled teachers. (Exodus 38:23) 

THE DOOR OF THE TABERNACLE 

Exodus 26, verses 36-37 36: And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework. 37: And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars tim wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them. 

Exodus 36, verses 37 , 38 37: And he made an hanging for the tabernacle door of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, of needlework; 38: And the five pillars of it with their hooks: and he overlaid their chapiters and their fillets with gold: but their five sockets were of brass. 

THE FIRST 10 INNER CURTAINS 

Exodus 26, verses 1 - 6 1: Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them. 2: The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and every one of the curtains shall have one measure. 3: The five curtains shall be coupled together one to another; and other five curtains shall be coupled one to another. 4: And thou shalt make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from the selvedge in the coupling; and likewise shalt thou make in the uttermost edge of another curtain, in the coupling of the second. 5: Fifty loops shalt thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make in the edge of the curtain that is in the coupling of the second; that the loops may take hold one of another. 6: And thou shalt make fifty taches of gold, and couple the curtains together with the taches: and it shall be one tabernacle. 

Exodus 36, verses 8 - 13 8: And every wise hearted man among them that wrought the work of the tabernacle made ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work made he them. 9: The length of one curtain was twenty and eight cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: the curtains were all of one size. 10: And he coupled the five curtains one unto another: and the other five curtains he coupled one unto another. 11: And he made loops of blue on the edge of one curtain from the selvedge in the coupling: likewise he made in the uttermost side of another curtain, in the coupling of the second. 12: Fifty loops made he in one curtain, and fifty loops made he in the edge of the curtain which was in the coupling of the second: the loops held one curtain to another. 13: And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled the curtains one unto another with the taches: so it became one tabernacle. 

11 GOAT'S HAIR CURTAINS 

Exodus 26, verses 7 - 13 7: And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make. 8: The length of one curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains shall be all of one measure. 9: And thou shalt couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves, and shalt double the sixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle. 10: And thou shalt make fifty loops on the edge of the one curtain that is outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which coupleth the second. 11: And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into the loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one. 12: And the remnant that remaineth of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remaineth, shall hang over the backside of the tabernacle. 13: And a cubit on the one side, and a cubit on the other side of that which remaineth in the length of the curtains of the tent, it shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle on this side and on that side, to cover it. 

Exodus 36, verses 14 - 18 14: And he made curtains of goats' hair for the tent over the tabernacle: eleven curtains he made them. 15: The length of one curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits was the breadth of one curtain: the eleven curtains were of one size. 16: And he coupled five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves. 17: And he made fifty loops upon the uttermost edge of the curtain in the coupling, and fifty loops made he upon the edge of the curtain which coupleth the second. 18: And he made fifty taches of brass to couple the tent together, that it might be one. 

Aholiab (5 Occurrences) 

Exodus 31:6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee; (KJV DBY WBS YLT) 

Exodus 35:34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. (KJV DBY WBS YLT) 

Exodus 36:1 Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded. (KJV DBY WBS YLT) 

Exodus 36:2 And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it: (KJV DBY WBS YLT) 

Exodus 38:23 And with him was Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen. 

Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar (also known as Nebuchadrezzar) was the son of Nabopolassar and King of Babylon from 605 to 562 BC. The name means "Nabu, protect my boundary". Nebuchadnezzar expanded the neo-Babylonian empire so that it extended from Egypt in the west to Elam in the east. He rebuilt temples and public buildings throughout Babylonia. He laid siege to Jerusalem twice. In 586 BC, the city fell, the Temple was destroyed, and a large part of Judah's population was exiled to Babylonia. 

After long talks with Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar put Daniel on his regular staff of advisors. Daniel interprets King Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the statue of a man with the head of gold, chest and arms of silver, belly and thighs of brass, and legs of iron (Dan 2:31-45). King Nebuchadnezzar built a golden statue 90-feet high and 9-feet wide, and had the people worship the statue. 

But when three of Daniel's friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not bow before the statue, the King threw them into a furnace, in which they survived by a miracle from God. 

Daniel interprets another dream for the king, in which the king will be forced out of his palace to live with the animals in the fields and eat grass like a cow for seven years, until he finally realizes that God is the ultimate authority. 

Twelve months after the dream, Nebuchadnezzar through his pride, was commending himself on how he by his own power built the beautiful city of Babylon. While he was speaking these words, the Lord struck him down to live like an animal in the fields. At the end of seven years his sanity returned, and he praised and worshiped God. When his mind returned, so did his honour, and his kingdom, with even greater honour than before. Then Nebuchadnezzar praised and glorified and honoured the King of Heaven. (Daniel, chapter 4). 

The story of Nebuchadnezzar is found in the Bible's book of Daniel, chapters 1-4, and in various chapters of 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, and Jeremiah.

Haggai

Haggai was sent by God to preach to the restored community of Jews in Jerusalem after the Babylonian Captivity had ended. He encouraged his fellow Jews to finish rebuilding the Temple, which had been destroyed by the Babylonians in about 586 BC. 

Haggai's messages were addressed to Zerubbabel the governor, and to Joshua the high priest. He began to preach in 520 BC after the work to rebuild the Temple had ceased. The work began anew and the Temple was completed during the next four years (520 BC - 516 BC). 

Haggai, along with the prophet Zechariah, Zerubbabel and Joshua, played an important role in getting the Temple rebuilt. The rebuilt Temple (also known as the second Temple) lasted 5 centuries until it was rebuilt by Herod the Great in 20 BC. 

Before the Temple had been rebuilt, Haggai drew a link between Judah's poverty and depressed state of affairs and the sinful indifference in regards to rebuilding the Temple. 

Haggai means "a festival". The Bible's book of Haggai is the ordered as the tenth of the books of the twelve minor prophets. 

Jeshua (also Called Joshua)

A high priest of Judah. he was born during the exile of the Jews in Babylon. When King Cyrus of Persia permitted the Jews to return to Jerusalem, Jeshua and his fellow priests returned (Ezra 2:2). 

Jeshua and the priests built an altar of God to restore the offerings, and also began work on restoring the Temple. Jeshua appears in two of Zechariah's visions (he's called Joshua in Zechariah) his "filthy garments" is symbolic of the peoples sins that had led to the exile, are replaced by "rich apparel" (Zech. 3:3-4). 

Jeshua, as Joshua, appears again in Zech. 6:11. Jeshua, along with Zerubbabel, and the rest of the family heads of Israel told the Samaritans (who wanted to interfere with the rebuilding of the Temple) "It is not your responsibility to build with us a house for our God, but we alone must build it for the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus of Persia has commanded us." (Ezra 4:1-3).

Joshua the High Priest

Joshua the High Priest was, according to the Bible the first person chosen to be the High Priest for the reconstruction of the Jewish Temple after the return of the Jews from the Babylonian Captivity (See Zechariah 6:9-14 in the Bible.) The name is also spelled 'Jeshua' in some English versions [1], and, as with the earlier Joshua, is transcribed 'Jesus' in the Septuagint.

Joshua son of Josedech served as High Priest ca.515-490 BCE in the common List of High Priests of Israel. This dating is based on the period of service age 25-50 (per Book of Numbers 8) not age 30-50 (per Numbers 4).

The biblical text credits Joshua among the leaders that inspired a momentum towards the reconstruction of the temple, in Ezra Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. Later Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. some of the his sons and nephews are found guilty of intermarriage.

Facts concerning the later part of Joshua's life are in part dependent upon whether Joshua was still alive at the time of his appearance in a vision by Zechariah. If the vision relates to Nehemiah's cleansing of the temple in Neh.13:28 then the engagement of Joshua's great-great-grandson to the daughter of Sanballat the Horonite would place Joshua in his late 90s if he were still alive.[2]
In the Book of Zechariah - Zechariah the prophet experiences a vision given to him by an angel of the Lord in which the restoration and cleansing of Joshua’s priestly duties are affirmed. Included in the visions were requirements in which Joshua was expected to uphold. These included: (1) walk in the ways of God, (2) keeping the requirements (the law), (3) ruling God’s house, (4) take charge of my courts; by fulfilling these duties the angel in the Book of Zachariah granted access to the inner temple to Joshua and his fellow priest. The vision also functioned to purify Joshua and to sanctify him for the preparations of his priestly duties.

Alternatively, if Joshua had in fact died before the events of Nehemiah 13 then it is possible that the vision intended to depict a heavenly throneroom scene of Satan and the angel disputing over the soul of Joshua, and the intended target of the allegory is the then serving high priest, his grandson, Eliashib.

Verses with the word josedec in the Apocrypha (6 verses):

· 1 Esdras 5:5
The priests, the sons of Phinees the son of Aaron: Jesus the son of Josedec, the son of Saraias, and Joacim the son of Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, of the house of David, out of the kindred of Phares, of the tribe of Judah;

· 1 Esdras 5:48
Then stood up Jesus the son of Josedec, and his brethren the priests and Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, and his brethren, and made ready the altar of the God of Israel,

· 1 Esdras 5:56
And in the second year and second month after his coming to the temple of God at Jerusalem began Zorobabel the son of Salathiel, and Jesus the son of Josedec, and their brethren, and the priests, and the Levites, and all they that were come unto Jerusalem out of the captivity:

· 1 Esdras 6:2
Then stood up Zorobabel the son of Salatiel, and Jesus the son of Josedec, and began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, the prophets of the Lord being with them, and helping them.

· 1 Esdras 9:19
Of the sons of Jesus the son of Josedec, and his brethren; Matthelas and Eleazar, and Joribus and Joadanus.

· Sirach 49:12
So was Jesus the son of Josedec: who in their time builded the house, and set up an holy temple to the Lord, which was prepared for everlasting glory

Amos

Amos was a herdsman who lived in the village of Tekoa, before becoming a prophet during the reign of King Uzziah. Amos was not the first Bible prophet, but he was the first prophet to have his prophecies recorded in a separate book of the Bible, that being the book of Amos. 

Amos prophesied about 760 BC during the reigns of King Uzziah of Judah, and Jeroboam II of Israel. He left Judah and went to Israel. He had a short ministry. Amos predicted the overthrow of Israel by the Assyrians. He also predicted the doom of Judah and the doom of the surrounding nations. 

In his prophecies against Israel, Amos spoke of the social sins of the day, such as greed, corruption, false worship, and injustice. His book ends with a scant hope that the people of Israel would listen and heed the warnings. 

Amos' ministry is dated 2 years before a great earthquake, which was remembered long afterwards (1:2) and Zechariah 14:5. 

His book is third book in the twelve minor prophets according to Hebrew order. 

Gentile

The term Gentile (from Latin gentilis, by the French "gentil", female: "gentille", meaning of or belonging to a clan or tribe) refers to non-Israelite peoples or nations in English translations of the Bible. Latin and subsequently English translators selectively used the term gentiles when the context for the base term "peoples" or "nations", Hebrew, גוי (goy) and נכרי (nokhri) in the Hebrew Bible and the Greek word ἔθνη (éthnē) in the New Testament, indicated non-Israelite peoples or nations. The term gentiles is derived from Latin, used for contextual translation, and not an original Hebrew or Greek word from the Bible. Following Christianization of the Roman Empire, the general implication of the word gentile became "non-Jew".

Places: (from wiki)
The Land of Israel is a Biblical name for the territory roughly corresponding to the area encompassed by the Southern Levant, also known as Palestine, Canaan, Promised Land and the Holy Land. The belief that the area is a God-given homeland of the Jewish people is based on the narrative of the Torah, especially the books of Genesis and Exodus, as well as the Prophets. According to the Book of Genesis, the land was promised by God to the descendants of Abraham through his son Isaac and to the Israelites, descendants of Jacob, Abraham's grandson. A literal reading of the text suggests that the land promise is (or was at one time) one of the Biblical covenants between God and the Israelites.

The definition of the limits of this territory varies between Biblical passages, specifically Genesis 15, Exodus 23, Numbers 34 and Ezekiel 47. Elsewhere in the Bible, this land is often referred as "from Dan to Beersheba". The Land of Canaan is another Biblical name for this region. References to the land of Israel are also made in the New Testament, for example in Matthew 2:19–21.

The boundaries of the Land of Israel must be distinguished from the borders of historical Israelite kingdoms. The Hasmonean Kingdom, the Herodian dynasty and possibly the Kingdom of Israel (united monarchy) ruled a land with comparable boundaries. They must also be distinguished from the borders of the current State of Israel.

Jerusalem [image: image2.png]




There is no town as Biblical as Jerusalem, but it was neither built nor named by Hebrews. Remnants of a Canaanite town called Salem date back to the early bronze age, and the first Biblical mentioning of this place is in Genesis 14:18, where Abraham and Melchizedek meet. The name Jerusalem occurs first in Joshua 10:1 and the city of Jerusalem was conquered, sacked and apparently abandoned by Israel (Judges 1:8). Four hundred years later David conquered Jerusalem from the Jebusites, annexed it and made it his capital (2 Samuel 5:6).

By the time the Hebrews had a say in it, the name Jerusalem had been long established. Most likely, the original name, that sounded something like Urusalimum or Ursalimmu, meant Foundation Of Shalem, the latter being a known Ugaritic god. The reason why the Hebrews didn't rename the city when they had the chance may be because its name was easily transliterated into something very striking in Hebrew.

Without a doubt the second and dominant part of the name reminded (then and now) of the word [image: image3.png]skl



(shalom), peace. The root of this word, [image: image4.png]


(shalem), denotes completeness, wholeness and soundness. In this sense the name Jerusalem is related to some other famous names from the David saga: Solomon and Absalom.

The first part of the name Jerusalem may likely have reminded a Hebrew audience of the verb [image: image5.png]


(yara), throw, cast or shoot. This verb is used when arrows are shot, stones are thrown or stacked and even when lots are cast. Other derivations of this same verb is [image: image6.png]


(yoreh), early rain, and [image: image7.png]


(moreh b, c), meaning both early rain and teacher. Basically, the verb and its nouns have to do with many little impulses that cause a larger and unified event, or serve to obtain a larger and unified objective. Most striking, however, is the derivation [image: image8.png]


(tora), which is the word Torah, or Law.

Perhaps the name Jerusalem was never changed, but only Hebraized, because it seems to mean Rain Of Peace.
Jerusalem was to be the radiating heart of a world of completeness and wholeness. It seems that history supplied her with a most suiting name. 

For a meaning of the name Jerusalem, NOBS Study Bible Name List reads Possession Of Peace. Jones' Dictionary of Old Testament Proper Names reads Foundation Of Peace. 


Babylon was an Akkadian city-state (founded in 1867 BC by an Amorite dynasty) of ancient Mesopotamia, the remains of which are found in present-day Al Hillah, Babylon Province, Iraq, about 85 kilometers (55 mi) south of Baghdad. All that remains of the original ancient famed city of Babylon today is a mound, or tell, of broken mud-brick buildings and debris in the fertile Mesopotamian plain between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The city itself was built upon the Euphrates, and divided in equal parts along its left and right banks, with steep embankments to contain the river's seasonal floods.

Available historical resources suggest that Babylon was at first a small town which had sprung up by the beginning of the 3rd millennium BC. The town flourished and attained independence with the rise of the First Amorite Babylonian Dynasty in 1894 BC. Claiming to be the successor of the ancient Eridu, Babylon eclipsed Nippur as the "holy city" of Mesopotamia around the time an Amorite king named Hammurabi first created the short lived Babylonian Empire; this quickly dissolved upon his death and Babylon spent long periods under Assyrian, Kassite and Elamite domination. Babylon again became the seat of the Neo-Babylonian Empire from 612 to 539 BC which was founded by Chaldeans and whose last king was an Assyrian. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. After the fall of Babylon it came under the rules of the Achaemenid, Seleucid, Parthian, Roman and Sassanid empires.

The Babylonian captivity (or Babylonian exile) was the period in Jewish history during which the Jews of the ancient Kingdom of Judah were captives in Babylon—conventionally 587–538 BC
According to the Hebrew Bible, there were three deportations of Jews to Babylon: the exile of King Jeconiah, his court and many others in Nebuchadnezzar's eighth year; Jeconiah's successor Zedekiah and the rest of the people in Nebuchadnezzar's eighteenth year; and a later deportation in Nebuchadnezzar's twenty-third year. These are attributed to 597 BCE, 587 BCE, and 582 BCE, respectively. The forced exile ended in 538 BCE after the fall of Babylon to the Persian king Cyrus the Great, who gave the Jews permission to return to Yehud province and to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem.[1]
The captivity and subsequent return to the Land of Israel and the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem are considered significant events in Jewish history and culture, which had a far-reaching impact on the development of Judaism.

Mount Horeb, Horeb, is the mountain at which the book of Deuteronomy in the Hebrew Bible states that the Ten Commandments were given to Moses by God. It is described in two places (Exodus 3:1, 1 Kings 19:8) as הַר הָאֱלֹהִים the Mountain of God or perhaps Mountain of the gods.[citation needed] The mountain is also called the Mountain of Yhwh.[1]
In other biblical passages, these events are described as having transpired at Mount Sinai, but though Sinai and Horeb are often considered to have been different names for the same place, there is a body of opinion that they may have been different locations.[1]
The name Horeb first occurs at Exodus 3:1, with the story of Moses and the Burning Bush. According to Exodus 3:5, the ground of the mountain was considered holy, and Moses was commanded by God to remove his shoes.

Exodus 17:6 describes the incident when the Israelites were in the wilderness without water. Moses was upon the rock at Horeb, where he struck the rock (defying God's instruction Numbers 20:1-13) and obtained drinking water from the cracking rock. The only other use of the name in Exodus is at Exodus 33:6, where Horeb is the location where the Israelites stripped off their ornaments.
Sumer (from Akkadian Šumeru; Sumerian approximately "land of the civilized lords" or "native land"[1])[2] was a civilization and historical region in southern Mesopotamia, modern Iraq during the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age. Although the earliest historical records in the region do not go back much further than ca. 2500 BC, modern historians have asserted that Sumer was first settled between ca. 4500 and 4000 BC by a non-Semitic people who possibly did not speak the Sumerian language (pointing to the names of cities, rivers, basic occupations, etc. as evidence).[3] These conjectured, prehistoric people are now called "proto-Euphrateans" or "Ubaidians",[4] and are theorized to have evolved from the Samarra culture of northern Mesopotamia.[5]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/" \l "cite_note-5" [6]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/" \l "cite_note-6" [7]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/" \l "cite_note-7" [8] The Ubaidians were the first civilizing force in Sumer, draining the marshes for agriculture, developing trade, and establishing industries, including weaving, leatherwork, metalwork, masonry, and pottery.[4] However, some, such as Piotr Michalowski and Gerd Steiner, contest the idea of a Proto-Euphratean language or one substrate language.

Sumerian civilization took form in the Uruk period (4th millennium BC), continuing into the Jemdat Nasr and Early Dynastic periods. It was conquered by the Semitic-speaking kings of the Akkadian Empire around 2270 BC (short chronology). Native Sumerian rule re-emerged for about a century in the third dynasty of Ur (Sumerian Renaissance) of the 21st to 20th centuries BC. The cities of Sumer were the first civilization to practice intensive, year-round agriculture, by perhaps c. 5000 BC showing the use of core agricultural techniques, including large-scale intensive cultivation of land, mono-cropping, organized irrigation, and the use of a specialized labour force. The surplus of storable food created by this economy allowed the population to settle in one place, instead of migrating after crops and grazing land. It also allowed for a much greater population density, and in turn required an extensive labour force and division of labour. Sumer was also the site of early development of writing, progressing from a stage of proto-writing in the mid 4th millennium BC to writing proper in the third millennium.

Egypt – (CIA World book)

 The regularity and richness of the annual Nile River flood, coupled with semi-isolation provided by deserts to the east and west, allowed for the development of one of the world's great civilizations. A unified kingdom arose circa 3200 B.C., and a series of dynasties ruled in Egypt for the next three millennia. The last native dynasty fell to the Persians in 341 B.C., who in turn were replaced by the Greeks, Romans, and Byzantines.

Sanhedrin

The Sanhedrin (sitting together," hence "assembly" or "council") was an assembly of twenty-three judges appointed in every city in the Biblical Land of Israel.[2]
The Great Sanhedrin was the supreme court of ancient Israel made of 71 members. The Great Sanhedrin was made up of a Chief/Prince/Leader called Nasi (at some times this position may have been held by the Kohen Gadol or the High Priest), a vice chief justice (Av Beit Din), and sixty-nine general members.[3] In the Second Temple period, the Great Sanhedrin met in the Hall of Hewn Stones in the Temple in Jerusalem. The court convened every day except festivals and Shabbat. In the late 3rd century, to avoid persecution, its authoritative decisions were issued under the name of Beth HaMidrash.

The second final binding decision of the Sanhedrin was in 358, when the Hebrew Calendar was adopted. The Sanhedrin was dissolved after continued persecution by the Roman Empire. Over the centuries, there have been attempts to revive the institution, such as the Grand Sanhedrin convened by Napoleon Bonaparte.

The Sanhedrin is mentioned in the Gospels in relation to the Sanhedrin Trial of Jesus.
The Sanhedrin "sitting together," hence "assembly" or "council") was an assembly of twenty-three judges appointed in every city in the Biblical Land of Israel.[2]
The Great Sanhedrin was the supreme court of ancient Israel made of 71 members. The Great Sanhedrin was made up of a Chief/Prince/Leader called Nasi (at some times this position may have been held by the Kohen Gadol or the High Priest), a vice chief justice (Av Beit Din), and sixty-nine general members.[3] In the Second Temple period, the Great Sanhedrin met in the Hall of Hewn Stones in the Temple in Jerusalem. The court convened every day except festivals and Shabbat. In the late 3rd century, to avoid persecution, its authoritative decisions were issued under the name of Beth HaMidrash.

The second final binding decision of the Sanhedrin was in 358, when the Hebrew Calendar was adopted. The Sanhedrin was dissolved after continued persecution by the Roman Empire. Over the centuries, there have been attempts to revive the institution, such as the Grand Sanhedrin convened by Napoleon Bonaparte.

The Sanhedrin is mentioned in the Gospels in relation to the Sanhedrin Trial of Jesus.

Early Sanhedrin

The Hasmonean court in the Land of Israel, presided over by Alexander Jannaeus, king of Judea until 76 BC, followed by his wife, was called Synhedrion or Sanhedrin.[4] The exact nature of this early Sanhedrin is not clear. It may have been a body of sages and/or priests, or a political, legislative and judicial institution. Only after the destruction of the Second Temple was the Sanhedrin made up only of sages.[4]
Great and Lesser Sanhedrin

The Talmud (tractate Sanhedrin) identifies two classes of rabbinical courts called Sanhedrin, a Great Sanhedrin and a Lesser Sanhedrin. Each city could have its own lesser Sanhedrin of 23 judges, but there could be only one Great Sanhedrin of 71, which among other roles acted as the Supreme Court, taking appeals from cases decided by lesser courts. The numbers of judges were predicated on eliminating the possibility of a tie and the last to cast their vote was the head of the court.

Function and procedures

The Sanhedrin as a body claimed powers that lesser Jewish courts did not have. As such, they were the only ones who could try the king, extend the boundaries of the Temple and Jerusalem, and were the ones to whom all questions of law were finally put. Before 191 BC the High Priest acted as the ex officio head of the Sanhedrin, but in 191 BC, when the Sanhedrin lost confidence in the High Priest, the office of Nasi was created. After the time of Hillel the Elder (late 1st century BC and early 1st century AD), the Nasi was almost invariably a descendant of Hillel. The second highest-ranking member of the Sanhedrin was called the Av Beit Din, or "Head of the Court" (literally, Beit Din = "house of law"), who presided over the Sanhedrin when it sat as a criminal court.[5]
The Sanhedrin met in a building known as the Hall of Hewn Stones (Lishkat Ha-Gazith), which has been placed by the Talmud and many scholars as built into the north wall of the Temple Mount, half inside the sanctuary and half outside, with doors providing access both to the Temple and to the outside. The name presumably arises to distinguish it from the buildings in the Temple complex used for ritual purposes, which had to be constructed of stones unhewn by any iron implements.

In some cases, it was only necessary for a 23-member panel (functioning as a Lesser Sanhedrin) to convene. In general, the full panel of 71 judges was only convened on matters of national significance (e.g., a declaration of war) or in the event that the 23-member panel could not reach a conclusive verdict.[6]
By the end of the Second Temple period, the Sanhedrin reached its pinnacle of importance, legislating all aspects of Jewish religious and political life within the parameters laid down by Biblical and Rabbinic tradition.

After the destruction of the Second Temple in 70, the Sanhedrin was re-established in Yavneh with reduced authority. The imperial Roman government and legislation recognized it as the Palestinian Patriarchate, the ultimate authority in Jewish religious matters. The seat of the Patriarchate moved to Usha under the presidency of Gamaliel II in 80 CE. In 116 it moved back to Yavneh, and then again back to Usha. It moved in 140 to Shefaram under the presidency of Shimon ben Gamliel II, and to Beit Shearim and Sephoris in 163, under the presidency of Judah I. Finally, it moved to Tiberias in 193, under the presidency of Gamaliel III (193–230) ben Judah haNasi, where it became more of a consistory, but still retained, under the presidency of Judah II (230–270), the power of excommunication.

During the presidency of Gamaliel IV (270–290), due to Roman persecution, it dropped the name Sanhedrin; and its authoritative decisions were subsequently issued under the name of Beth HaMidrash.[citation needed]
In 363, emperor Julian ordered the Temple rebuilt.[7] A personal friend of his, Ammianus Marcellinus, wrote this about the effort:

Julian thought to rebuild at an extravagant expense the proud Temple once at Jerusalem, and committed this task to Alypius of Antioch. Alypius set vigorously to work, and was seconded by the governor of the province; when fearful balls of fire, breaking out near the foundations, continued their attacks, till the workmen, after repeated scorchings, could approach no more: and he gave up the attempt.

— Ammianus Marcellinus
The failure to rebuild the Temple has been ascribed to the Galilee earthquake of 363, and to the Jews' ambivalence about the project. Sabotage is a possibility, as is an accidental fire. Divine intervention was the common view among Christian historians of the time.[8] Julian's support of Jews, coming after the hostility of many earlier Emperors, meant that Jews called him Julian the Hellene.[9]
As a reaction to Julian's pro-Jewish stance, Theodosius I forbade the Sanhedrin to assemble and declared ordination illegal. Capital punishment was prescribed for any Rabbi who received ordination and complete destruction of the town where the ordination occurred.[10]
However, since the Hebrew calendar was based on witnesses' testimony, that had become far too dangerous to collect, Hillel II recommended change to a mathematically based calendar that was adopted at a clandestine, and maybe final, meeting in 358. This marked the last universal decision made by that body.

Gamaliel VI (400–425) was the Sanhedrin's last president. With his death in 425, executed by Theodosius II for erecting new synagogues contrary to the imperial decree, the title Nasi, the last remains of the ancient Sanhedrin, became illegal. An imperial decree of 426 diverted the patriarchs' tax (post excessum patriarchorum) into the imperial treasury

Murex
Murex is a genus of medium to large sized predatory tropical sea snails. These are carnivorous marine gastropod molluscs in the family Muricidae, commonly called "murexes" or "rock snails". [1]
The common name murex is still used for a large number of species in the family Muricidae which were originally given the Latin generic name Murex in the past, but have more recently been regrouped into different newer genera.

The word murex was used by Aristotle in reference to these kinds of snails, thus making it one of the oldest classical seashell names still in use by the scientific community.

Distribution

Murex is solely an Indo-Pacific genus, as demonstrated by Ponder & Vokes (1988). The species from the western Atlantic that were formerly considered to belong in the genus Murex are now placed in the genus Haustellum.

Habitat
Most Murex species live in the intertidal or shallow subtidal zone, among rocks and corals.

Shell description
This genus includes many showy members, their elongate shells highly sculptured with spines or fronds. The inner surfaces of their ornate shells are often brightly colored.

Human use
Costly and labor-intensive dyes Tyrian purple (or royal purple) and Tekhelet were historically made by the ancient Phoenicians using mucus from the hypobranchial gland of two species commonly referred to as "murex", Murex brandaris and Murex trunculus, which are the older names for Haustellum brandaris and the Hexaplex trunculus.

This dye was used in royal robes, other kinds of special ceremonial or ritual garments, or garments indicating high rank. It is theorized that the dye was the same dye as that which featured prominently in the ancient Temple in Jerusalem, the clothing of the High Priest (or Kohen Gadol) officiating there; it is sometimes still used by Jews today in the ritual fringes (tzitzit) on four-cornered garments.[2] A consensus has yet to be achieved regarding the Biblical source of the "blue" dye.

Species
The genus Murex, as originally defined by Linnaeus, encompassed many taxa that are now placed elsewhere in the superfamily Muricoidea. During the 19th century, the definition of Murex was restricted by Lamarck and his contemporaries first to species in the family Muricidae, and then was limited even further to the subfamilies Muricinae and Ocenebrinae. Malacologists of the 19th century including Kiener, Reeve, Küster & Kobelt and Sowerby treated all muricoid forms as belonging to Murex. This is the main reason why Murex has so many synonyms. The World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS) recognizes 1065 records, of which only a small number are still recognized as accepted names of Murex species

Shekinah (alternative transliterations Shekinah, Shechinah, Shekina, Shechina, Schechinah, שכינה) is the English spelling of a grammatically feminine Hebrew word that means the dwelling or settling, and is used to denote the dwelling or settling divine presence of God, especially in the Temple in Jerusalem.

Persian is an Iranian language belonging to the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-European family of languages. In general, Iranian languages are known from three periods, usually referred to as Old, Middle, and New (Modern) periods. These correspond to three eras in Iranian history; Old era being the period from sometime before Achaemenids, the Achaemenid era and sometime after Achaemenids (that is to 400-300 BC), Middle era being the next period most officially Sassanid era and sometime in post-Sassanid era, and the New era being the period afterwards down to present day.[35]
According to available documents, the Persian language is "the only Iranian language"[3]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_language" \l "cite_note-35" [36] for which close philological relationships between all of its three stages are established and so that Old, Middle, and New Persian represent[3]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_language" \l "cite_note-EI-IL-vi.282.29-36" [37] one and the same language of Persian, that is New Persian is a direct descendent of Middle and Old Persian.[37]
The oldest records in Old Persian date back to the Persian Empire of the 6th century BC.[38]
The known history of the Persian language can be divided into the following three distinct periods:

[edit] Old Persian
Old Persian evolved from Proto-Iranian as it evolved in the Iranian plateau's southwest. The earliest dateable example of the language is the Behistun Inscription of the Achaemenid Darius I (r. 522 BC – ca. 486 BC). Although purportedly older texts also exist (such as the inscription on the tomb of Cyrus II at Pasargadae), these are actually younger examples of the language. Old Persian was written in Old Persian cuneiform, a script unique to that language and is generally assumed to be an invention of Darius I's reign.

After Aramaic, or rather the Achaemenid form of it known as Imperial Aramaic, Old Persian is the most commonly attested language of the Achaemenid age. While examples of Old Persian have been found wherever the Achaemenids held territories, the language is attested primarily in the inscriptions of Western Iran, in particular in Parsa "Persia" in the southwest, the homeland of the tribes that the Achaemenids (and later the Sassanids) came from.

In contrast to later Persian, written Old Persian had an extensively inflected grammar, with eight cases, each declension subject to both gender (masculine, feminine, neuter) and number (singular, dual, plural).
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