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Keep Up To Date With What’s 

Happening On The 
Freemasons NZ Website

Watch The Grand 
Masters Videos . 

Click here

This newsletter is for all Freemasons, family, and friends in the Northern Division of 
the Grand Lodge Of New Zealand. We aim to keep you informed about events in the 
Division, those coming up, and some strategic updates and administration matters from 
our Divisional Grand Master, RW Bro Michael Hattie, and other Divisional Officers.

Readership is not restricted to the Northern Divsion, with feedback and comments and  
suggestions welcome from Freemasons in every Constitution wherever you may live.

It is not intended to replace the District & Lodge newsletters that are produced by the 
hard working “paparazzi” who take photo’s and report on events within their respective 
Districts. District activites are also promoted on the Northern Division website.

To contribute articles, thoughts, bouquets and brickbats, 
please click the button on the right. 

Get the Latest Information On 
The Steps Required For 

Re-opening Our Lodges From 
1st June 2020.

Let’s Continue to Avoid Creating “Crush” Areas. 
Social Distance & Keep Safe.

PRESENTATION TO 
BROTHER W. P. MOAT, 
P.M. The annual meeting 
of the Rodney Lodge, 
No. 1711, E.C., was 
held at the Masonic Hall, 
Warkworth, on Thursday 
last, Sth instant. Among 
the visitors were several 
prominent members of 
the craft from Auckland, 
who were fortunate 
in preferring to travel 
by the favourite s.s. 
Rose Casoy. Several 
leading members of the 
District Grand Lodge, 
who intended to leave 
Auckland by a steamer 
specially chartered at 2 
p.m., finding that, owing 
to the strong head wind 
then blowing, it was 
impossible they could 
arrive in time, decided not 
to attempt the passage. 
In consequence of their 
nonarrival the installation 
ceremony was not 
proceeded with. After the 
ordinary business of the 
lodge had been finished, 
Brother Munro, S.W., on 
behalf of the brethren 
of the lodge, presented 
the W.M., Brother W. 
P. Moat, D.G.R., with 
a very handsome Past 
Master's jewel. The 
brethren then proceeded 
to the large dining-room 
of the Warkworth Hotel, 
where a banquet of a 
most recherche character 
had been laid out by Mr. 
Irwin, the room itself 
having been beautifully 
decorated with flowers 
and evergreens by 
Mrs. Irwin. The W.M., 
Brother Moat, presided, 
supported on the right 
by Brother Page, W.M., 
Lodge Ara, 348, I.C, and 
on the left by Brother M. 
M. Irving, 33°. After full 
justice had been done to 
the good things provided 
and the usual loyal and 
Masonic toasts had been 
drunk and honoured,etc. 
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From the Divisional  
Grand Master

  RW Bro Michael Hattie and Heather

Greetings

I trust all is well with your Lodges, your members, friends and families and you are looking at returning to 
your lodges as time and circumstances permit.

As of the 1st June 2020 lodge activities will resume in earnest, but I must stress that with the winter climate 
already upon us that you must place yourself and your family first. Numbers for group meetings under level 
1 are restricted to 100 and I have requested that the District GM’s supply me with mitigation plans before 
lodge meetings resume. 

As you will be aware, the Covid 19 virus has had an effect globally and we cannot, at this stage let our guard 
down and think, “she’ll be right mate”.

The Grand Master has issued guidelines to every New 
Zealand Freemason and these must be followed. In any 
business or group such as ours there are health and safety 
rules and guidelines to be followed, and it is up to every lodge 
member to minimise that risk by looking after their Brothers 
and their families. Communication by phone or Zoom video 
meetings with members and their families, including lodge 
widows, has been well received across the country. I thank 
the Brethren for their efforts.

If you have any immune deficiencies (e.g. diabetes), flu 
symptoms and undergoing hospital treatment, etc. please 
respect your fellow members and yourself by not putting 
them or yourself in a compromising position in the current 
environment in New Zealand.

The Grand Master and senior members of Freemasonry are 
following instructions issued by the Ministry of Health and 
certain restrictions in relation to social distancing, sanitisation, 
hygiene and food preparation etc. must be strictly followed. 
Eventually we will all come through this global Covid-19 
virus, and we in New Zealand thankfully, are through the 
worse of it.

The Grand Masters guidelines have specific flowcharts that cover every aspect of ceremonial, business and 
refectory meetings. Please peruse these guidelines and if unsure contact your District Grand Master.

So Brethren, refresh yourselves, enjoy the social contact and ceremonial aspects of Freemasonry 
now we are in level 2, and hopefully the move to level 1 won’t be too far away. I trust you all keep safe, 
healthy and warm during the colder winter months.

Fraternally yours

RW Bro Michael Hattie
Divisional Grand Master (Northern)



Few things in Masonic history are more perplexing than the question of how the degrees came into existence and of 
what they consisted and how many there were of them in the very early seventeen hundreds. It is accepted that two 
degrees were worked in 1723 and almost certainly much earlier, but how the two became three is a matter that has been 
argued to and fro, for the past century. 

Confusing the issue is the fact that the Edinburgh Register House M.S. of 1696 and the Sloane M.S. of 1659 both refer 
to two degrees — the Trinity College, Dublin, M.S. of 1711 and the Graham M.S. of 1726 refer to three degrees, and 
the last named undoubtedly gives an inkling that a three degree system may have gone back some years. What is the 
explanation?

At a time when Lodges were few in number and the country lodges were far apart, with each Lodge a separate entity 
and owning — so far as we can see — not the slightest allegiance to any other body, it is obvious that each did more or 
less as it liked. Some lodges, both inside and outside the 1717 Grand Lodge organization, might not have discovered 
— certainly did not adopt — the Third Degree until near the middle of the century; but it must be remembered that 
apparently the Grand Lodge was formed not to control the ritual of lodges throughout England but to provide a rallying 
point for a few lodges of London and Westminster.

It can therefore be\well understood that Lodges outside London, and quite likely some inside also continued in their 
own sweet way to do exactly as they pleased in everything. It would not be surprising to learn, in fact, that well before 
1717 there were some lodges working one comprehensive degree, others worked two related degrees, and even some 
lodges worked three degrees. We should expect the rituals worked in these lodges to vary from one another, although 
doubtless fairly uniform modes of recognition were taught. This is a view of the matter that may be recommended to the 
general enquirer. A degree literally is a step. In II Kings (XX) 9, Isalah asks the question, "Shall the shadow go forward 
ten degrees, or go back ten degrees?" The word comes from the Latin 'de gradusl, and means down a step. Grade has, 
in its Masonic sense, exactly the same meaning as 'degree', thus 'in the higher degrees' is the same as 'in the higher 
grades'. The occurrence of the word 'degree' in the medieval manuscripts of the Mason craft is not evidence that the old 
operative lodges, or even the earliest speculative lodges, used the word'as we now understand it.

True, the Regius M.S. of about 1390 mentions ‘degre’, the then Norman-French form 
of the word in England, but not in a sense implying a grade or step. How could it, 
when this same manuscript expressly says that "alle schul were the same ogth?" We 
cannot be sure that the word was generally known in its present sense even when 
the Constitutions of 1723 were prepared, but an irregular print dated 1730 uses on 
its title page the word "degree" apparently in our sense.

How Many Degrees were there in Early Days?

In discussing the difficult and complicated question of the degrees, it will be assumed 
that, while it certainly looks as though there could have been either one or at most, 
two degrees when Elias Ashmole was made a mason, and for many years afterwards, 
by the time that the first Grand Lodge was founded (1717) two degrees were being 
generally worked, and some lodges apparently knew three. It would be idle to shut 
our eyes to the possibility that the learned Speculatives who came into freemasonry 
in the 1600's may have been responsible for some elaboration of the Ceremonies.

Although, without information as to any details of what they did, we may reasonably 
conjecture whether, in the course of many decades prior to 1717 they took the ceremonial in hand and developed it.This 
is not to suggest that every lodge worked two degrees, but that freemasonry by the year 1717 was in general a twodegree 
system. There have been weighty authorities who. have thought otherwise; for example, J.G. Findel, a German scholar 
greatly respected by English students, who thought that there was only one degree in those early days, the initiation 
ceremony being the one and only ceremony that Freemasonry then afforded; but his assumption was founded on a mis-
reading of the evidence. It so happens that in 1704 Governor Jonathan Belcher, who was then about 23 years of age, 
came from Boston, U.S.A. to visit England, where he was admitted a Freemason. Thirty-seven years later, in the course 
of a speech, he used these words - "- - it is now thirty-seven years since I was admitted into the Ancient and Honourable 
Society of Free and Accepted Masons - - -" Some historians have based upon that bare statement the opinion that 
Governor Belcher passed through one ceremony only - that of initiatior but surely that is taking far too much for granted. 

HOW THE MASONIC DEGREES CAME TO US
By Rt. Wor. Bro. R. Noble

The Toowoomba Lodge of Research The Beacon September 1968



We have equally good, probably better, evidence for assuming that the Governor's words mean just what they say, that 
he was 'admitted', and for all we learn from his statement to the contrary, he may have been given two degrees on the 
one occasion and have afterwards passed through another ceremony. Do any of us, in speaking of our own initiation, 
use a form of words really different from the Governor's? "I was initiated in such and such a year", we commonly say.

The oft—quoted regulation that apprentices must be admitted 'Masters and Fellow Craft' was taken at one time as proof 
that there must have been three degrees in 1723, the year in which the Constitutions were issued. But it happens that 
Grand Lodge repealed the regulation in 1732, and the resolution repealing it does not mention Fellow Crafts, but says 
that the Master of each Lodge may make Masters at his discretion, not 'Masters and Fellow Crafts', as in the original 
regulation. Now it would be ridiculous to suppose that Grand Lodge proposed to retain in its own exclusive hands the 
making of Fellow Crafts only, after insisting some years before that both Masters and Fellow Crafts must be made in 
Grand Lodge.

It is inconceivable that it would wish to allow the private lodges to make a superior grade of Master Mason while strictly 
keeping to itself the right to make the middle grade - the Fellow Craft. We are led to ask then, whether 'Masters and 
Fellow Craft' in the original regulation meant one and the same thing - that is, Brethren of one grade (as it did in Scotland, 
from whose operative customs and practice the double description had probably been taken). We must carefully note 
that when the 1723 Regulation was made it is not known for certain that there were any Master Masons in English 
lodges — that is, any brethren who were so called by virtue of having been raised to a Third Degree. Brethren of the only 
superior degree, the Second, were Fellows. We should all doubtless like to think that so far is so clear: But is it? Grand 
Lodge had withdrawn from private lodges in 1723 the right of making 'Masters and Fellow Crafts' and by an ill-drawn 
resolution, had restored it in 1732. But in the meantime something had happened. Was that something the beginning of
the recognition in general Lodge practice of a Third Degree? If so, this curious fact reveals itself: the word 'Masters' in 
the 1723 Constitutions and that same word in the repeal resolution of 1725 meant two different things: It was the Fellow 
Craft (Degree B) who in 1723 was required to be made in Grand Lodge. It was the new Master Mason (new Third 
Degree) who some years later was permitted to be made in the Lodges. Anderson's use in the Constitution of the term 
'Fellow Craft' was an innovation. The old English operative freemason was a 'fellow'. The second grade in early English 
Speculative masonry was also a 'fellow', the highest grade a brother could reach, at any rate in the great majority of 
lodges, and one qualifying for every office in freemasonry, be it Warden, Master, Grand Warden or Grand Master.

The old qualification for mastership of a lodge being possession of the degree of a Fellow Craft, it follows, apparently 
that Regulation XIII meant (while it operated) that no Brother could attain in course of time to the Mastership of his 
lodge unless he had gone through a ceremony at Grand Lodge, which might be interpreted as really meaning that any 
Brother lacking the approval of Grand Lodge could not become the Master of a Lodge. We cannot appreciate what this 
statement means until we realise what the then Grand Lodge was. It was very far indeed from being an elaborate and 
powerful organization. Its ordinary meetings must have been small and much the same as any other lodge meetings 
of the time, except that those present were Masters and Wardens of the Constituent Lodges. We do not know whether 
Regulation XIII was ever observed, even by a single lodge, and we are left to guess why it was repeated, but we can 
assume that it had proved both unwelcome and unworkable. The London lodges in general must have viewed it with 
grave dislike. The provincial lodges, which grew in number so rapidly in those years, probably disliked it even more, 
because for them there was the added disadvantage of distance and - difficulty. It is unfortunate that the poor drafting of 
Regulation XIII, and the brevity of the resolution that repealed it, serve to conceal so much information, for in the early 
1720’s the Hiramic Degree (the prototype of our Third Degree) had begun to establish itself in its separate existence or, 
shall we say, was being increasingly worked in the Lodges. We can assume that, perhaps for decades, a legend of the 
Hiramic Order must have been known in some or many lodges but not until the 1730 period did it begin to come into 
general adoption in the lodges affiliated to the Premier Grand Lodge.

Three Distinct Knocks Expose By Samuel Pritchard 

Read The Three Distinct Knocks Expose 
of The Entered Apprentice Lecture c. 1760

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/docs/books/EA%20Lecture%20c1760.pdf
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/docs/books/EA%20Lecture%20c1760.pdf


From The Grand Lecturer. Northern Division.
VW. Bro John MacDonald

A Paper on Our Early History In New Zealand

Early Freemasonry in New Zealand Prior To 1890.
The Irish Constitution Lodges.

The above advertisement which appeared in the New Zealand Herald and 
Auckland Gazette on the 17th July 1841 is the earliest newspaper reference 
to Freemasonry having a presence in New Zealand. There were no Lodges 
operating at that time however, very clearly, there were Freemasons who knew 
each other from the “Old Country” and had probably sat in Lodge together at 
some point. The advertisement was referring to the laying of the Foundation 
Stone for the new Metropolitan Church of St Pauls which took place on 
Wednesday 28th July 1841. The following Saturday, 31st July, the New Zealand 
Herald and Auckland Gazette again wrote an article on the ceremony and in it 

referred to “The Gentlemen in Auckland who are Free Masons, appeared with the decorations and 
insignia of their order.” (Link Here) Reading down the article there is a list of names and the roles 
these Brethren played in the stone laying ceremony. 

One of the names shown is Brother Frederick Whittaker who arrived in Kororareka in 1840 and 
moved down to Auckland a year later. He was born 23 Apr 1812 and died on 4 Dec 1891. A prominent 
lawyer and land speculator, he served as Premier of New Zealand, firstly from 30 Oct 1863 – 24 
Nov 1864 and again from 21 Apr 1882 – 25 Sept 1883. He was to be a founding member of the 
Auckland Social Lodge which was to become better known after 1850 as the Ara Lodge No 348, 
Irish Constitution, and met for the first time on 9 Feb 1843. 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZHAG18410731.2.7


Whittaker chaired the first meeting which was possible as he had originally been initiated into a 
Lodge in Oxford UK. Also, at that meeting were a number of early citizens of Auckland whose names 
feature in antiquity. A total of 21 Irish Lodges were to be constituted in New Zealand between 1843 
and 1893. Seven Lodges were erased prior to 1890, a further 10 Lodges ultimately joined the Grand 
Lodge of New Zealand, leaving only 4 remaining today. The Irish Lodges were mainly in the North 
Island (17 North Island - 4 South Island) and are noted for tending to follow the movement of the 
British military regiments in the upper North Island.

The English Constitution Lodges.

On the 23rd of November 1842, a group of Freemason in Wellington got together 
in the Southern Cross Hotel, Willis Street, and conducted the constitution 
of the first English Constitution Lodge in New Zealand – the New Zealand 
Pacific Lodge No 758. When the United Grand Lodge of England updated their 
numbering system in 1863, this Lodge became No 517. 

The earliest reference to this Lodge is in New Zealand Colonist and Port 
Nicholson Advertiser, Vol 1, Issue 41, 20 December 1842 and reads: “THE 
Brethren of the above Lodge will celebrate the Festival of St. John the 

Evangelist, in their Hall, at the Southern Cross Hotel, on Tuesday the 27th instant. The Lodge will be 
opened at 3 o'clock p.m. The Banquet on the Table at 6 o'clock. The Brethren to appear in Masonic 
Clothing. By order of the W. M. T. N. See. December 20, 1842.”

This was to be the first of 96, EC Lodges, constituted in New Zealand between 1842 and 1896. Of 
these 2 merged, 10 were erased prior to 1892, 47 joined the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, and 37 
remain today under their original charters. 38 North Island lodges were constituted with the majority 
of 58  - being in the South Island. Of interest is the fact that one Lodge, Northern Star Lodge No 
1173, originally met in Leithfield on the 21 Jul 1876 and decided to apply for a warrant from the 
United Grand Lodge of England. This Lodge was apparently never constituted, as the town virtually 
collapsed after being bypassed by the railway line in favour of Amberley. Although the charter was 
delivered, it was sent back to England, and was erased by the United Grand Lodge of England 10 
May 1881

Later on, after the founding of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, a warrant dated 20 Sept. 1892 
arrived for a Lodge Reunion No 2445 which was to be constituted in Blenheim but was returned 
unused, and erased by UGLE in 1893. This Lodge was one of the several whose existence should 
questionably have been allowed, as from the founding of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand it became 
the sovereign body for the country so technically no new ‘Non Kiwi” Lodges could be formed after 
the 29th April 1890. However, the United Grand Lodge of England did not formally recognize the GL 
of NZ until some 8 years later on the 10th October 1898 so this is probably a moot point.

The Scottish Lodges 

On the 19th June 1862, The Otago Daily Times ran an advertisement 
announcing that “the consecration of the Otago Kilwinning Lodge No 417 
would take place, in the Shamrock Hotel, Rattray Street, on St. John's Day, 
June 24th, at 3 o'clock p.m. The Brethren were to afterwards dine together; 
dinner to be on the table at 5 o'clock. A Grand Masonic Ball and Supper was 
to held the same evening, in the above place, commencing at half-past, 8 
o'clock. Double Tickets for the ball were twelve shillings and sixpence which 
is approx. $14.50 in today’s money”. A warrant dated 4 November 1861 had 
already arrived from the Grand Lodge of Scotland which was unlike many of 
the earlier Lodges described above who were constituted on dispensations 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18620619.2.16.1


and demits with their warrants arriving some time – even years – later.

This was the first of what were to become 56 Lodges, with 21 in the North Island and 36 in the 
South Island. One, Lodge Thistle No 647, merged with Masterton Lodge No. 1430 E.C, 8 Lodges 
were erased prior to 1890, while 36 Lodges joined the Grand Lodge of New Zealand. 11 SC Lodges 
remain in New Zealand today. It is interesting that the founding Fathers of the Grand Lodge of New 
Zealand were mainly from a Scottish or Irish Constitution background. It was not until 1913 that the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland finally recognized the Grand Lodge of New Zealand however in the articles 
of recognition, there is no mention of the GL of NZ being a “sovereign body” and 4 further Lodges 
were constituted with one remaining today. One – The Ngapara Lodge joined the Grand Lodge of 
New Zealand as No 68 on the 20 Jan 1891 before the Grand Lodge of Scotland Charter arrived. 

Looking at the graph below, you can see that the formation of new Lodges occurred when 
there was major activity in the development of early New Zealand such as gold rushes, or the 
building of the South Island main trunk railway which superseded its North Island counterpart. 

The Grand Lodge of New Zealand

The Grand Lodge of New Zealand opened with a total of 41 constituted Lodges 
– all from one of the three Constitutions and a total of 1236 members. That 
decision to do this was a major source of Masonic discontent in the country and 
much of the ill feeling this created is evident in many newspaper articles of the 
time. Not until the 20th November 1890 was the first “home grown” Lodge to 
emerge - The Rawhiti Lodge No 68, situated in in Dannevirke.

The Grand Orient of France

So I hear you say - what about the French Lodge(s) that both met and were even constituted 
here amidst much controversy. Articles in newspapers of 1890 mention a “Masonic Invasion” which 

referred to the Lodge L’Amour de la Verite constituted 30 June 1890 in the 
Masonic Centre, Boulcott Street Wellington and sent its annual returns 
back to France for another 6 years. 

There are two streets in Wellington which meet at right angles, named 
after the first Master of the Lodge and his Senior Warden both of whom 
were also Premiers of New Zealand. Masonic conspiracy, coincidence, or 
planned by these two officers of the Lodge?

That’s another fascinating story for a future newsletter.



Over the last three years we have watched the “Speak Up For Freemasonry” campaign working and the 
figures are certainly impressive. For the first time in a number of years our membership figures have grown 
rather than declined and we are seeing young men joining us in a Masonic world which is encouraging for the 
future of Freemasonry in New Zealand.

What I want to do is to take this as the first step and suggest that there are a total of three steps we need to 
be considering for this term of office as the new Grand Lodge team.

Step 1. Recruiting

Let’s start with recruiting new members and getting former members to re-join our Lodges. Without young 
men joining us we will surely pass into history just as so many other “men’s organisations” have over the 
last 30 years. How long since you saw a Frontiersman standing in his lemon squeezer hat and military style 
uniform at a street parade? 

From the Freemasons Toolbox here is an article on recruiting that may work for your Lodge:

Five For One Membership Plan 
 
Here’s a great suggestion of a method to recruit new members based on a plan used by other service 
organisations. 
 
The way it works: 
 
• Divide the members of the Lodge into groups of approximately five brethren. 
 
• Each group is asked to identify several prospective members who would make good brethren – remember 
it’s not a numbers game; we need good men as Freemasons who will share our values and fellowship. 
 
• The group then decides the best person or persons to make initial contact with the prospective member. This 
might be inviting them for coffee or perhaps lunch or a beer after work. Others might invite the prospective 
member to join for dinner in refectory after a meeting or perhaps a Lodge social function. 
 
• After time getting to know the prospective member, two brethren become the proposer and seconder if he 
expresses an interest in joining. 
 
The ‘Five for One’ plan works well because many brethren don’t feel comfortable approaching someone in 
regard to becoming a Freemason, but working with a group, they feel comfortable in doing so. The aim is for 
each team to introduce a new member each Lodge year.  
 
If your Lodge could recruit one new brother for every five brethren each year then imagine how the membership 
will grow, even accounting for attrition.  

Step 2. Retention

Reflecting on the last 5 – 6 years worth of articles I have written after participating in an Initiation, it is 
disconcerting to see how many of these new members are no longer attending Lodge on a regular basis or 
not even listed on the Grand Lodge register of members. 

There are many reasons why new members do not continue including, moving away to another region, 
finding that their family and business responsibilities do not allow time for Lodge, or sadly because they have 
found that there is nothing interesting happening at Lodge so resign. 

The key to retention is to make the new, younger, Brethren the focus of your Lodge. Past Masters and Past 
Grand Lodge Officers should start smiling and stop reminiscing about the old days. Everyone must look 

http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/

